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The Corporation of the 
Township of Terrace Bay 
P.O. Box 40, 1 Selkirk Avenue, Terrace Bay, ON, P0T 2W0 
Phone: (807) 825-3315 Fax: (807) 825-9576 

June 17, 2026 
 
Premier Doug Fort 
premier@ontario.ca  
 
Dear Mr. Ford, 
 
At the Township of Terrace Bay’s Regular Council Meeting held Monday June 15, 2026, 
the following resolution of support was passed: 
 
RE: Resolution of Support – Establishment of a Northern Ontario Policing Grant 
 
Resolution: CR143-2026 
Moved By: Councillor Dube 
Seconded By: Councillor Webb 
 
BE IS RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of Terrace Bay supports the 
resolution from the Federation of Northern Ontario (FONOM) regarding the Establishment 
of a Northern Ontario Policing Grant 
  
WHEREAS Municipalities across Northern Ontario face disproportionately high policing 
costs due to low population densities, geographic isolation, and limited municipal tax 
base;  
  
AND WHEREAS many Northern communities rely on the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
for policing services, while others operate municipal police services that are also 
experiencing significant cost pressures; 
  
AND WHEREAS recent increases in policing costs have placed unsustainable pressure on 
municipal budgets, forcing communities to make difficult decisions between maintaining 
public safety and funding essential municipal services such as infrastructure, roads, water 
system, and recreation facilities; 
  
AND WHEREAS Northern Ontario municipalities provided essential services across a vast 
geographic region while supporting key sectors of Ontario's economy, including mining, 
forestry, transportation, and energy; 
  
AND WHEREAS municipalities require predictable and equitable provincial support to 
ensure policing costs remain sustainable and communities remain safe; 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities call on the Government of Ontario to establish a $100 million Northern 
Ontario Policing Grant, phased in over three years, to support the 157 municipalities Page 7 of 123
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The Corporation of the 
Township of Terrace Bay 
P.O. Box 40, 1 Selkirk Avenue, Terrace Bay, ON, P0T 2W0 
Phone: (807) 825-3315 Fax: (807) 825-9576 

across Northern Ontario served by both the Ontario Provincial Police and municipal police 
services; 
  
AND THAT the grant include a base funding allocation for all municipalities, with additional 
funding distributed based on population to ensure equitable support across communities of 
varying sizes; 
  
AND THAT the Province work collaboratively with Northern municipal leaders, including 
FONOM and NOMA, to design and implement a sustainable funding framework that 
recognizes the unique economic and geographic realities of Northern Ontario. 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier 
of Ontario, the Minister of the Solicitor General, the Minister of Finance, the Minister of 
Northern Economic Development and Growth, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO), the Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA), and all Northern Ontario 
Municipalities. 
 
Sincerely, 

J. Hall 
Chief Administrative Officer/Clerk 
 
CC: 
Minister of the Solicitor General – Michael.kerzner@pc.ola.org  
Minister of Finance – francois-philippe.champagne@parl.gc.ca  
Minister of Northern Economic Development and Growth – MNEDG.minister@ontario.ca  
AMO – resolutions@amo.on.ca  
NOMA – admin@noma.on.ca  
All Northern Ontario Municipalities 
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Town of Orangeville orangeville.ca

87 Broadway 
Orangeville, ON, L9W 1K1 

tel. 519-941-0440
toll-free 1-866-941-0440

 

May 28, 2026 

 
Hon. Graham McGregor 
Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 
14th Floor, 56 Wellesley St W 
Toronto, ON M7A 2E7 

Sent via email to: graham.mcgregor@ontario.ca 

 

Subject: Town of Orangeville resolution re: Request to the Province to Extend the 
Deadline for Notices of Intention to Designate Listed Heritage Properties 

Dear Minister McGregor, 

The Council of the Corporation of the Town of Orangeville requests your consideration 
and support for the following resolution that was passed at the May 25, 2026 meeting of 
the Council of the Town of Orangeville.  

Resolution Number: 2026-193 

Moved by Councillor Sherwood 
Seconded by Councillor Macintosh 

Whereas amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act under the More Homes Built Faster 
Act, 2022 introduced timelines requiring municipalities to issue Notices of Intention to 
Designate for properties listed on municipal heritage registers as of December 31, 
2022, originally requiring action by January 1, 2025; and 

Whereas the Province subsequently amended the legislation through the Home-
owner Protection Act, 2024 to extend the deadline to January 1, 2027 in response to 
concerns raised by municipalities and heritage stakeholders; and 

Whereas municipalities require sufficient time and resources to undertake research, 
documentation, consultation, and evaluation to determine whether listed properties 
warrant designation under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 

Whereas the removal of listed properties from municipal heritage registers if the pre-
scribed timelines are not met may place cultural heritage resources at increased risk 
of demolition or irreversible alteration before municipalities have the opportunity to 
properly evaluate their cultural heritage value or interest; and 
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Whereas the Heritage Orangeville Committee comprises of a handful of dedicated 
volunteers who are not able to review the current non-designated register containing 
454 properties on or before the deadline of January 1, 2027; and 

Whereas many municipalities, including the Town of Orangeville, do not have dedi-
cated heritage planning staff and must rely on volunteer Heritage committee mem-
bers or external heritage consultants to undertake the evaluations, which can result 
in additional financial and administrative pressures; and 

Whereas Heritage Orangeville Committee, heritage consultants or staff members 
would need to review the municipal heritage register, research the heritage value and 
interest of listed non-designated properties, contact owners of such properties, de-
termine which properties should potentially be designated in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, and take all required steps to 
designate such properties;  and 

Whereas the above noted work involving 454 listed properties in the Town of Orange-
ville is extremely time-consuming and cannot be completed by January 1, 2027 with 
the current resources available given other competing interests including reviewing 
and supporting new housing development proposals; and 

Whereas municipalities across Ontario are facing significant workloads associated 
with evaluating listed properties; and 

Whereas the Heritage Orangeville Committee, at its meeting of March 19, 2026, dis-
cussed and supported advocating to the Province of Ontario for a further extension 
to the current deadline; 

Now therefore be it resolved that The Council of the Town of Orangeville respectfully 
request that the Province of Ontario further amend the Ontario Heritage Act to ex-
tend the January 1, 2027 deadline to January 1, 2030, or another reasonable timeframe 
for issuing Notices of Intention to Designate for properties listed on the municipal her-
itage non-designated register; and 

That the Town Clerk be directed to send a copy of this motion to the Minister of Citi-
zenship and Multiculturalism, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the local 
Member of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, Munici-
pal Councils across the province, and the Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee As-
sociation. 

Carried 
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If you have any questions, please contact clerk@orangeville.ca. 

 

Sincerely, 
Ishita Soneji 
Council Co-ordinator/Assistant Clerk  
Corporate Services 
Town of Orangeville 
 

 

cc: Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, via email  
Hon. Syliva Jones, Members of Provincial Parliament, via email 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), via email 
Community Heritage Ontario, via email 
All Ontario Municipalities, via email 
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       The Corporation of the Town of Grimsby 
          Administration 
          Office of the Town Clerk 
          160 Livingston Avenue, Grimsby, ON L3M 0J5 
          Phone: 905-945-9634 Ext. 2171 | Fax: 905-945-5010 
          Email: vsteele@grimsby.ca 
 
 
Friday, May 29, 2026 
 
SENT VIA E-MAIL 
 
RE: Municipal Heritage Register Extension 
 
Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Grimsby at its 
meeting held on Monday May 25, 2026, approved the following motion: 
 

Whereas amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act under the More Homes 
Built Faster Act, 2022 introduced timelines requiring municipalities to issue 
Notices of Intention to Designate for properties listed on municipal heritage 
registers as of December 31, 2022, originally requiring action by January 1, 
2025; and  
 
Whereas the Province subsequently amended the legislation through the 
Homeowner Protection Act, 2024 to extend the deadline to January 1, 2027, 
in response to concerns raised by municipalities and heritage stakeholders; 
and  
 
Whereas many municipalities have been actively engaging in research, 
documentation, and consultation to ensure that listed cultural heritage 
resources are adequately evaluated to determine whether listed properties 
warrant designation under the Ontario Heritage Act; and  
 
Whereas the removal of listed properties from municipal heritage registers if 
the prescribed timelines are not met may place cultural heritage resources at 
increased risk of irreversible alteration or demolition before municipalities 
have the opportunity to properly evaluate their cultural heritage value or 
interest; and  
 
Whereas municipalities across Ontario are facing significant workloads 
associated with evaluating listed properties; and  
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       The Corporation of the Town of Grimsby 
          Administration 
          Office of the Town Clerk 
          160 Livingston Avenue, Grimsby, ON L3M 0J5 
          Phone: 905-945-9634 Ext. 2171 | Fax: 905-945-5010 
          Email: vsteele@grimsby.ca 
 
 

Whereas since 2023, the Town of Grimsby has consulted over 200 property 
owners regarding designation, started the designation process on 63 
properties, and completed designation on 49 properties, 47 of which did not 
go to the Ontario Land Tribunal; and  
 
Whereas the Town of Grimsby values its heritage resources and has also 
been working with property owners and developers on plans to restore, adapt, 
and meaningfully incorporate heritage buildings into their upcoming new, 
large scale rental housing developments. This collaborative work is evidence 
that protected heritage properties are not obstacles that inherently restrict 
development, but valuable assets that have the potential to contribute to the 
betterment of both the site and future of the community; and  
 
Whereas since 2023, the Town of Grimsby has implemented the new heritage 
property grant program and tax relief incentive program to support the long-
term preservation of the Town’s invaluable heritage resources. Thus far, 13 
heritage property grants and 26 tax relief rebates have been awarded; and  
 
Whereas the Grimsby Heritage Advisory Committee, at its meeting of May 12, 
2026, recommended that Council advocate to the Province of Ontario for a 
further extension to the current deadline;  
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Grimsby endorse the 
recommendation of its Heritage Advisory Committee and respectfully request 
that the Province of Ontario further amend the Ontario Heritage Act to 
maintain the municipal heritage registers indefinitely, or if more appropriate 
extend the deadline to January 1, 2030, for issuing Notices of Intention to 
Designate for properties listed on municipal heritage registers as of 
December 31, 2022. 
 
Be it further resolved that the extension of the deadline to January 1, 2030, or 
another reasonable timeframe, will provide municipalities with adequate time 
to complete heritage evaluations and make informed designation decisions; 
and  
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       The Corporation of the Town of Grimsby 
          Administration 
          Office of the Town Clerk 
          160 Livingston Avenue, Grimsby, ON L3M 0J5 
          Phone: 905-945-9634 Ext. 2171 | Fax: 905-945-5010 
          Email: vsteele@grimsby.ca 
 
 

Be it further resolved that this resolution be circulated to the Minister of 
Citizenship and Multiculturalism, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, the local Member of Provincial Parliament, the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario, the Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee 
Association, and all Ontario municipalities for their information and 
consideration. 

 
If you require any other additional information, please let me know. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Victoria Steele  
Town Clerk 
 
CC:  
Hon. Graham McGregor, Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 
Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Hon. Sam Oosterhoff, Associate Minister of Energy-Intensive Industries 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee Association 
All Ontario Municipalities 
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106 Earl Thompson Road, 3rd Floor 

PO Box 1060 

Ayr, ON  N0B 1E0 

 
June 1, 2026 
 
Sent via Email: Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, the local Member of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, 
the Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee Association, and all Ontario municipalities 
 
RE: Resolution – Request to the Province of Ontario to Extend the Deadline for Notices of 
Intention to Designate Listed Heritage Properties 
 
Please be advised, at the Council Meeting held on May 25, 2026 the Township of North 
Dumfries Council considered the enclosed resolution received from the Township of Woolwich 
regarding a Request to the Province of Ontario to Extend the Deadline for Notices of Intention to 
Designate Listed Heritage Properties and adopted the following resolution:  
 

“THAT the Resolution received from the Township of Woolwich regarding a Request to 
the Province of Ontario to Extend the Deadline for Notices of Intention to Designate 
Listed Heritage Properties be received;  
 
WHEREAS amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act under the More Homes Built Faster 
Act, 2022 introduced timelines requiring municipalities to issue Notices of Intention to 
Designate for properties listed on municipal heritage registers as of December 31, 2022, 
originally requiring action by January 1, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS the Province subsequently amended the legislation through the 
Homeowner Protection Act, 2024 to extend the deadline to January 1, 2027 in response 
to concerns raised by municipalities and heritage stakeholders; and 
 
WHEREAS municipalities require sufficient time and resources to undertake research, 
documentation, consultation, and evaluation to determine whether listed properties 
warrant designation under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 
 
WHEREAS the removal of listed properties from municipal heritage registers if the 
prescribed timelines are not met may place cultural heritage resources at increased risk 
of demolition or irreversible alteration before municipalities have the opportunity to 
properly evaluate their cultural heritage value or interest; and 
 
WHEREAS many municipalities, including the Township of North Dumfries do not have 
dedicated heritage planning staff and must rely on volunteer Heritage Advisory 
Committee members or external heritage consultants to undertake property evaluations, 
which can result in additional financial and administrative pressures; and 
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WHEREAS municipalities across Ontario are facing significant workloads associated with 
evaluating listed properties; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1. The Council of the Township of North Dumfries endorse the recommendation 
of its Heritage Advisory Committee and respectfully request that the Province 
of Ontario further amend the Ontario Heritage Act to extend the January 1, 
2027 deadline for issuing Notices of Intention to Designate for properties listed 
on municipal heritage registers as of December 31, 2022; and 

 
2. The Province consider extending the deadline to January 1, 2030, or another 

reasonable timeframe that would provide municipalities with adequate time to 
complete heritage evaluations and make informed designation decisions; and 

 
3. This resolution be circulated to the Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism, 

the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the local Member of Provincial 
Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, the Ontario Municipal 
Heritage Committee Association, and all Ontario municipalities for their 
information and consideration.” 

 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, or concerns. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Ashley Good, Clerk  
Township of North Dumfries  
519-632-8800 ext. 122 
agood@northdumfries.ca  
 
encl. 
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Document Number: 131669 

THE TOWNSHIP OF  

WOOLWICH 
 
BOX 158, 24 CHURCH ST. W. 
ELMIRA, ONTARIO N3B 2Z6 
TEL. 519-669-1647 / 1-877-969-0094 
COUNCIL/CAO/CLERKS FAX 519-669-1820 
FINANCE/RECREATION/FACILITIES FAX 519-669-9348 

 

April 28, 2026 
 
 
 
Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism  
Legislative Building 
Toronto, Ontario 
M7A 2E7 
 
 
 
 
 
RE: Resolution Passed by Woolwich Township Council – Request to the Province of Ontario 
to Extend the Deadline for Notices of Intention to Designate Listed Heritage Properties 
 
This letter is to inform you that the Council of the Township of Woolwich passed the following 
resolution at their meeting held on April 28, 2026: 
 

That the Council of the Township of Woolwich, considering a resolution passed by the 
Town of Lincoln regarding extending the deadlines for notices of intention to designate 
listed heritage properties, endorse the resolution: 

WHEREAS amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act under the More Homes 
Built Faster Act, 2022 introduced timelines requiring municipalities to issue 
Notices of Intention to Designate for properties listed on municipal heritage 
registers as of December 31, 2022, originally requiring action by January 1, 
2025; and 
WHEREAS the Province subsequently amended the legislation through the 
Homeowner Protection Act, 2024 to extend the deadline to January 1, 2027 in 
response to concerns raised by municipalities and heritage stakeholders; and 
WHEREAS municipalities require sufficient time and resources to undertake 
research, documentation, consultation, and evaluation to determine whether 
listed properties warrant designation under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 
WHEREAS the removal of listed properties from municipal heritage registers if 
the prescribed timelines are not met may place cultural heritage resources at 
increased risk of demolition or irreversible alteration before municipalities have 
the opportunity to properly evaluate their cultural heritage value or interest; and 
WHEREAS many municipalities, including the Town of Lincoln, do not have 
dedicated heritage planning staff and must rely on volunteer Heritage Advisory 
Committee members or external heritage consultants to undertake property 
evaluations, which can result in additional financial and administrative pressures; 
and 
WHEREAS municipalities across Ontario are facing significant workloads 
associated with evaluating listed properties; and 
WHEREAS the Town of Lincoln Heritage Advisory Committee, at its meeting of 
March 12, 2026, recommended that Council advocate to the Province of Ontario 
for a further extension to the current deadline; 
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Document Number: 131789 
“Proudly remembering our past; Confidently embracing our future.” 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
1. The Council of the Town of Lincoln endorse the recommendation of its 

Heritage Advisory Committee and respectfully request that the Province 
of Ontario further amend the Ontario Heritage Act to extend the January 
1, 2027 deadline for issuing Notices of Intention to Designate for 
properties listed on municipal heritage registers as of December 31, 
2022; and 

2. The Province consider extending the deadline to January 1, 2030, or 
another reasonable timeframe that would provide municipalities with 
adequate time to complete heritage evaluations and make informed 
designation decisions; and 

3. This resolution be circulated to the Minister of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the local 
Member of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario, the Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee Association, and all 
Ontario municipalities for their information and consideration. 

 
Should you have any questions, please contact Julia Wushke, by email at jwushke@woolwich.ca or 
by phone at 519-669-6004. 
 

 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Smith 
Municipal Clerk 
Corporate Services 
Township of Woolwich 
 
 
 

C.c. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing  
Mike Harris, MPP 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee Association 
all Ontario municipalities 
 

 
 

Page 18 of 123

Council Correspondence June 19, 2026



May 26, 2026 

Dear The Honourable Greg McGregor and The Honourable Rob Flack,

RE: Council motion passed May 26, 2026

Please be advised that on May 26, 2026, during a City Council meeting, 
Guelph City Council passed the following resolution in regard to the 
Request to Extend the Deadline for Notices of Intention to Designate 
Listed Heritage Properties. 

Moved By: Councillor Caron
Seconded By: Councillor Klassen

City Hall 
1 Carden St 
Guelph, ON 

Canada 
N1H 3A1 

T 519-822-1260 
TTY 519-826-9771 

guelph.ca 

1. The Council of the City of Guelph respectfully requests that the Province 
of Ontario amend the Ontario Heritage Act to extend the January 1, 2027 
deadline for issuing Notices of Intent to Designate for properties listed on 
municipal heritage registers; and

2. The Province consider extending the deadline to January 1, 2030, or 
another reasonable timeframe that would provide municipalities with 
adequate time to complete heritage evaluations and make informed 
designation decisions; and 

3. This resolution be circulated to the Minister of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the local 
Member of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario, the Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee Association, and all 
Ontario municipalities for their information and consideration.
Carried

Dylan McMahon, General Manager, City Clerk’s 
Office/City Clerk Corporate Services, City Clerk’s 
Office 

T 519-822-1260 x 2811 
E dylan.mcmahon@guelph.ca 
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Copy: 
Hon. Graham McGregor, Minister of 
Citizenship and Multiculturalism
Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing 
Mike Schreiner, MPP for Guelph  
Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario
Ontario Municipal Heritage 
Committee Association
All Ontario Municipalities 
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

June 17, 2026 

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of June 9, 2026 the following 
resolution regarding a request to the Province to extend the deadline for Notices of Intention 
to Designate Listed Heritage Properties was carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-268 

DATE:        June 9, 2026 

MOVED BY:  Councillor Hirsch 
 
SECONDED BY:  Councillor MacNaughton 

WHEREAS amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act under the More Homes Built Faster 
Act, 2022 introduced timelines requiring municipalities to issue Notices of Intention to 
Designate for properties listed on municipal heritage registers as of December 31, 2022, 
originally requiring action by January 1, 2025; and  

WHEREAS the Province subsequently amended the legislation through the Homeowner 
Protection Act, 2024 to extend the deadline to January 1, 2027 in response to concerns 
raised by municipalities and heritage stakeholders; and  

WHEREAS municipalities require sufficient time and resources to undertake research, 
documentation, consultation, and evaluation to determine whether listed properties warrant 
designation under the Ontario Heritage Act; and  

WHEREAS the removal of listed properties from municipal heritage registers if the 
prescribed timelines are not met may place cultural heritage resources at increased risk of 
demolition or irreversible alteration before municipalities have the opportunity to properly 
evaluate their cultural heritage value or interest; and  

WHEREAS the Built & Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee and Heritage Designation 
Working Group are comprised of a handful of dedicated volunteers who are not able to 
review the current non-designated register containing over 200 properties on or before the 
deadline of January 1, 2027; and  

WHEREAS many municipalities, including the County of Prince Edward, do not have 
dedicated heritage planning staff and must rely on volunteer Heritage committee members 
or external heritage consultants to undertake the evaluations, which can result in additional 
financial and administrative pressures; and  

WHEREAS the Heritage Designation Working Group, heritage consultants or staff members 
would need to review the municipal heritage register, research the heritage value and 
interest of listed non-designated properties, contact owners of such properties, determine 
which properties should potentially be designated in accordance with the provisions of 
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, and take all required steps to designate such 
properties; and  

WHEREAS the above noted work involving over 200 listed properties in the County of 
Prince Edward is extremely time-consuming and cannot be completed by January 1, 2027 
with the current resources available given other competing interests including reviewing and 
supporting new housing development proposals; and  

WHEREAS municipalities across Ontario are facing significant workloads associated with 
evaluating listed properties; and  

WHEREAS the Built & Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee, at its meeting of June 3, 
2026, discussed and supported advocating to the Province of Ontario for a further extension 
to the current deadline;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the County 
of Prince Edward respectfully request that the Province of Ontario further amend the Ontario 
Heritage Act to extend the January 1, 2027 deadline to January 1, 2030, or another 
reasonable timeframe for issuing Notices of Intention to Designate for properties listed on 
the municipal heritage non-designated register; and  

THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism, 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Bay of Quinte M.P.P. Tyler Allsopp, the 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario, Community Heritage Ontario, and all Ontario 
municipalities. 

Yours truly, 

 

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK 

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor Hirsch, Councillor MacNaughton 
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Municipality of Chatham-Kent 

Chief Administrative Office  
Municipal Governance  

315 King Street West, P.O. Box 640 Chatham ON 
N7M 5KB  

 
 
 
June 1, 2026  
 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford  
Premier of Ontario  
Via Email: premier@ontario.ca 
 
Re:  Changes to Ontario’s Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
 
Please be advised the Council of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent, at its regular 
meeting held on May 25, 2026 supported the attached resolution from the Town of 
Bruce Mines (Appendix A) and the County of Prince Edward (Appendix B) regarding the 
above noted matter.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Judy Shantz, CMO 
Director Municipal Governance/Clerk 
 
 
C 
 
Attorney General 
Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario   
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO),  
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)  
Local MPPs 
Ontario Municipalities  
 

Judy Shantz
Digitally signed by 
Judy Shantz 
Date: 2026.06.02 
11:08:05 -04'00'
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

May 18, 2026 

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 12, 2026 the following 
resolution regarding reinstating the requirements for compliance with the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act was carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-208 

DATE:     May 12, 2026 

MOVED BY:  Councillor MacNaughton 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor Branderhorst 

WHEREAS all residents of Ontario have the right to fair, open and democratic government; 
and, 

WHEREAS all elected representatives, municipal and provincial alike, in Ontario have a 
duty to faithfully execute the powers and trust placed in them and willingly swear an oath to 
this effect and are subject to fair public scrutiny; and, 

WHEREAS the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA) and the 
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA) are essential 
tools to protect Ontarians against privacy breaches, and abuses of power; and, 

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario enacted Bill 97, the Plan to Protect Ontario Act (Budget 
Measures), 2026, which received Royal Assent on April 24, 2026, and introduced significant 
amendments to both FIPPA and MFIPPA to alter statutory timelines and privacy governance 
frameworks; 

WHEREAS the amendments introduced via Bill 97 have created a jurisdictional imbalance 
by excluding records held by provincial Ministers, their offices, and staff from the application 
of FIPPA, while maintaining the statutory responsibilities and administrative burdens for 
municipal elected officials and staff under MFIPPA, thereby establishing higher standards 
for transparency and personal record accountability for municipal governments; 

WHEREAS excluding members of the highest offices and their staff from reasonable public 
access requests and records retention creates security concerns, reinforces the appearance 
of self-dealing and is contrary to the public interest, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Prince Edward County Council call on the Province 
to reinstate requirements for compliance with FIPPA to ensure that the Premier, Ministers, 
and their staff are subject to proper and fair public scrutiny like all other elected 
representatives in Ontario; and 

Item  4d 
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

THAT the Government of Ontario implement recommendations of the Information and 
Privacy Commissioner of Ontario to increase and ensure proper security, record keeping 
and democratic accountability; and 

THAT this resolution be circulated to Premier Doug Ford, Minister of Finance Bethlenfalvy, 
Bay of Quinte MPP Tyler Allsopp, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) and the 444 municipalities of Ontario. 

CARRIED 

Yours truly, 

 

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK 

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor MacNaughton, Councillor Branderhorst 
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BRUCE MINES 

The Corporation of the Town of Bruce Mines 

PO Box220 
9126 Hwy. 17 East 
Bruce Mines ON POR 1 CO 

MAYOR: LORY PATTERI 

MUNICIPAL CLERK: JUDY DAVIS 

May 14, 2026 

Sent by email: Doug.fordco@pc.ola.org 

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park 
Toronto, ON M7A lAl  

Dear Honourable Doug Ford, 

Re: Bill 97, Plan to Protect Ontario Act (Budget Measures), 2026 - Schedule 7 

Phone: (705)785-3493 
Fax: (705)785-3170 
Email: lnfo@brucemlnes.ca 
www.brucemines.ca 

At its Regular Meeting held on May 4, 2026, the Council of the Town of Bruce Mines reviewed 
the changes introduced through Schedule 7 of Bill 97, which amends the Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPP A). 

At that meeting, Council adopted a resolution expressing concern regarding these amendments 
and their impact on transparency and public access to information. 

Enclosed is a copy of the resolution supported by Bruce Mines Council. 

Sincerely, 

� 

Tarra Lapensee 
Deputy Clerk 
info@brucemines.ca 
705-785-3493

cc: 

The Honourable Doug Downey, Attorney General of Ontario 
The Honourourable Bill Rosenberg, Member of Provincial Parliament 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FON OM) 
Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario, Patricia Kosseim 
All Ontario Municipalities 

1 

Item 4b 
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WHEREAS THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT (FIPPA) 
RECEIVED ROYAL ASSENT IN 1987, COMING INTO FORCE ON JANUARY 1, 1988; AND 

WHEREAS THE MUNICIPAL FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT 

(MFIPPA) RECEIVED ROYAL ASSENT IN 1990, COMING INTO FORCE ON JANUARY 1, 1991; AND 

WHEREAS BOTH ACTS PROVIDE THE PUBLIC WITH A LEGAL RIGHT OF ACCESS TO 
GOVERNMENT-HELD INFORMATION, REFLECTING THE PRINCIPLE THAT SUCH 

INFORMATION BELONGS TO THE PUBLIC UNLESS THERE IS A VALID REASON TO WITHHOLD 

IT; AND 

WHEREAS THE INFORMATION AND PRIVACY COMMISSIONER OF ONT ARIO HAS REINFORCED 

THAT ACCESS TO INFORMATION IS "ESSENTIAL TO THE HEALTHY FUNCTIONING OF A 

DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY" AND TO TRANSPARENT GOVERNANCE; AND 

WHEREAS BILL 97 (2026): PLAN TO PROTECT ONTARIO ACT (BUDGET MEASURES) RECEIVED 

ROY AL ASSENT ON APRIL 24, 2026, INTRODUCING SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO FREEDOM OF 

INFORMATION RULES, INCLUDING NEW EXEMPTIONS FOR MINISTERS' OFFICES; AND 

WHEREAS RECORDS HELD BY THE PREMIER, CABINET MINISTERS, PARLIAMENTARY 

ASSISTANTS, AND THEIR OFFICES ARE NO LONGER SUBJECT TO FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

REQUESTS AND ARE NO LONGER CONSIDERED FOi-ELIGIBLE RECORDS; AND 

WHEREAS COUNCIL IS OF THE OPINION THAT THE PASSAGE OF BILL 97 REPRESENTS A STEP 

BACKWARD FROM LONG-ST ANDING PROVINCIAL COMMITMENTS TO OPENNESS, 

TRANSPARENCY, AND ACCOUNTABILITY; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF 

BRUCE MINES FORMALLY EXPRESSES ITS CONCERN WITH THE PASSAGE OF BILL 97 (2026) 
AND FINDS THAT IT CONSTITUTES A REGRESSION FROM ESTABLISHED PRINCIPLES OF 

TRANSPARENT GOVERNANCE; AND 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL URGES THE GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO TO 

REPEAL THIS PROVISION OF THE LEGISLATION; AND 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION BE FORWARDED TO THE 

PREMIER OF ONTARIO, DOUG FORD; THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF ONTARIO, DOUG DOWNEY; 
THE MEMBER OF PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT, BILL ROSENBERG; THE ASSOCIATION OF 

MUNICIPALITIES OF ONT ARIO (AMO); THE FEDERATION OF NORTHERN ONT ARIO 

MUNICIPALITIES (FONOM); AND THE INFORMATION AND PRIVACY COMMISSIONER OF 

ONTARIO, PATRICIA KOSSEIM, AND THAT IT BE CIRCULATED TO ALL MUNICIPALITIES IN 

ONTARIO. 

2 

Page 27 of 123

Council Correspondence June 19, 2026



1 | P a g e   

Township of Southgate   Phone: 519-923-2110 
Administration Office Toll Free: 1-888-560-6607 
185667 Grey County Road 9, RR 1    Fax: 519-923-9262 
Dundalk, ON N0C 1B0  Web: www.southgate.ca 
 

June 4, 2026  
  
 
Re: Support for the Municipality of Wawa – Opposing Proposed Changes to 
the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
 
Please be advised that at the June 3, 2026, regular Council meeting, the Council of the 
Corporation of the Township of Southgate approved the following:  

No. 2026-226 
Moved By Deputy Mayor Dobreen 
Seconded By Councillor Shipston 
 

Be it resolved that the Township of Southgate receive correspondence from the 
Municipality of Wawa and the Township of Stone Mills re: Proposed Changes to the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA); and 
 
That Southgate Council oppose the proposed changes to FIPPA; and  
1. call on the Province to ensure records related to government business remain 
accessible to the public; and  
2. urge the Province to consult with the Information and Privacy Commissioner of 
Ontario and the public before proceeding; and  
 
Further, that this resolution and supporting documentation be circulated to Premier 
Doug Ford, the appropriate Minister, all MPPs and Ontario municipalities. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact our office at (519) 923-2110.  

 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Lindsey Green, Clerk 
Township of Southgate 
 
Encl: Municipality of Wawa – Opposing Proposed Changes to the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act  
 
CC: 
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
All MPP’s 
All Ontario Municipalities 
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

Tuesday, May 19, 2026

Resolution # RC26106 Meeting Order: 6
Moved by: Seconded by:

62’)” I

WHEREAS the Township of Stone Mills passed Resolution No. 30-706-2026 opposing
proposed changes to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA)
that would exclude records of the Premier, Cabinet Ministers, and their staff from public
access requests;

AND WHEREAS the Township of Stone Mills has expressed concerns that the proposed
amendments may reduce transparency and accountability in government;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of The Corporation of the
Municipality of Wawa hereby supports Resolution No. 30-706-2026 passed by the
Township of Stone Mills regarding the proposed changes to the Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA);

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Township of Stone
Mills, Premier Doug Ford, the appropriate Provincial Ministers, local Members of Provincial
Parliament, and Ontario municipalities.

RESOLUTION RESUL
D CARRIED MAYOR AND COUNCIL YES NO

U DEFEATED Mitch Hatfield
U TABLED Cathy Cannon

RECORDED VOTE (SEE RIGHT) Melanie Pilon

U PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARED Jim Hoffmann
WITHDRAWN Joseph Opato

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the general nature thereof.

U Disclosed the pecuniary interest and general name thereof and abstained from the discussion, vote and
influence.

Clerk:

*• IEWL

7%htidL
This doqAent is available in alternate formats.
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The Municipality of Grey Highlands 
206 Toronto Street South, Unit One  -  P.O. Box 409    Markdale, Ontario  N0C 1H0 

519-986-2811 Toll-Free 1-888-342-4059 Fax 519-986-3643 
www.greyhighlands.ca info@greyhighlands.ca 

 
June 03, 2026 
 
 
Town of Bruce Mines 
 - and - 
Township of Stone Mills 

     Sent via email: bteeple@stonemills.com 
info@brucemines.ca  

To whom it may concern: 
 
Re: Resolution 2026-377 Changes to FIPPA 
 
Please be advised that the following resolution was passed at the June 03, 2026 meeting of the 
Council of the Municipality of Grey Highlands. 

 
2026-377 
That Council receive the 2026-05-14 - Township of Stone Mills - Opposition to 
changes to Ontario's Freedom of Information Act for information; and 
That Council receive the 2026-05-14 - Town of Bruce Mines - Concerns over 
changes to Ontario's Freedom of Information Act for information; and 
That Council direct staff to send a letter of support to the Township of Stone 
Mills resolution 30-706-2026 and to the Town of Bruce Mines resolution on Bill 
97, Plan to Protect Ontario Act, 2026 - Schedule 7 and to cc the letter to all 
MPP's, Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), Information and Privacy 
Commissioner of Ontario (IPC) and All Ontario Municipalities. 
CARRIED. 

 
If you require anything further, please contact this office.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Amanda Fines-VanAlstine 
Manager of Corporate Services/Municipal Clerk 
Municipality of Grey Highlands 
cc. All MPP’s 
 AMO 
 IPC; and 
 All Ontario Municipalities 
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

Tuesday, June 2, 2026
Resolution # RC26118 Meeting Order: 7
Moved by: concjcfd by?

L

WHEREAS municipl fire services in Ontario o&)ate un4r legislative authority
established by the Province through statutes, regulations,’codes, and prescribed
standards governing training, equipment, certification, inspection, and operational
requirements; and

WHEREAS municipalities are responsible for implementing and maintaining compliance
with these provincially mandated requirements primarily through local property taxation;
and;

WHEREAS current provincial fire service grant programs are available to both full-time
and volunteer fire departments across Ontario and are distributed through competitive
application processes that may not fully reflect the differing financial and administrative
capacities of urban and rural municipalities, highlighting the need for a more balanced
approach to funding that supports all fire services equitably; and

WHEREAS volunteer firefighters represent approximately 70—75% of firefighters in
Ontario, protecting the majority of communities across the Province and, particularly in
rural areas, are frequently the first emergency responders to arrive on scene ahead of
other emergency services; and

WHEREAS other provincially regulated emergency services, including policing and
paramedic services, receive stable and predictable provincial funding contributions or
cost-sharing arrangements; and

WHEREAS the absence of a comparable and stable funding model for fire services
creates a structural imbalance between provincial regulatory authority and municipal
financial responsibility; and

WHEREAS reliance on competitive funding creates budget uncertainty, limits long-term
financial planning, and may not reflect the actual operational needs of fire services,
contributing to instability, reduced preparedness, and the reduction of services within a
critical emergency response sector; and

Page 2...
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS stable and predictable funding is essential to maintain emergency
preparedness, firefighter safety, service sustainability, and equitable protection for
residents regardless of municipal size or tax base;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of Wawa
supports the resolution passed by the Town of Plympton-Wyoming calling upon the
Province of Ontario to transition the current practice of competitive provincial fire service
grant programs into a permanent, stable, and predictable non-competitive provincial
funding program that supports municipalities in meeting provincially legislated fire
protection requirements; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this funding be structured to provide equitable and
predictable annual support for operational readiness and training costs associated with
volunteer, composite, and full-time fire departments across Ontario; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the annual value of this funding be reviewed and
adjusted to more appropriately reflect the level of provincial funding support currently
provided to other provincially regulated emergency services, including policing and
paramedic services; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be circulated to:

The Association of Municipalities of Ontario, Rural Ontario Municipal Association, Ontario
Association of Fire Chiefs, Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Association, Ontario
Volunteer Fire Fighters Association, Bill Rosenburg MPP Algoma Manitoulin, The
Honourable Michael Kerzner, Minister of the Solicitor General, The Honourable Kinga
Surma, Minister of Infrastructure, The 1-lonourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal
Affairs.afid Housing and The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario.

IYEION RESULT ¶ECORDED VOTE
f CARRIED MAYOR AND COUNCIL YES NO

fl DEFEATED Mitch hatfield

ü TABLED Cathy Cannon

D RECORDED VOTE (SEE RIGHT) Melanie Pilon
PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARED Jim Hoffmann

U WITHDRAWN Joseph Opato

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the general nature thereof.

U Disclosed the pecuniary interest and general name thereof and abstained from the discussion, vote and
influence.

Clerk

This document is available in alternate formats.
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Date: 13 May 2026 ______15______ 
 
Moved By: 

 
Deputy Mayor Netty McEwen 

 

 
Seconded By: 

 
Councillor John van Klaveren 

 

 

Support for Sustainable Provincial Grant Funding for Fire Services in Ontario 

WHEREAS Municipal fire services in Ontario operate under legislative authority established by the 
province through statutes, regulations, codes, and prescribed standards governing training, 
equipment, certification, inspection, and operational requirements; 

AND WHEREAS municipalities are responsible for implementing and maintaining compliance with 
these provincially mandated requirements primarily through local property taxation; 

AND WHEREAS current provincial fire service grant programs are available to both full-time and 
volunteer fire departments across Ontario and are distributed through competitive application 
processes that may not fully reflect the differing financial and administrative capacities of urban and 
rural municipalities, highlighting the need for a more balanced approach to funding that supports all 
fire services equitably; 

AND WHEREAS volunteer firefighters represent approximately 70–75% of firefighters in Ontario, 
protecting the majority of communities across the province and, particularly in rural areas, are 
frequently the first emergency responders to arrive on scene ahead of other emergency 
services; 

AND WHEREAS other provincially regulated emergency services, including policing and paramedic 
services, receive stable and predictable provincial funding contributions or cost-sharing 
arrangements; 

AND WHEREAS the absence of a comparable and stable funding model for fire services creates a 
structural imbalance between provincial regulatory authority and municipal financial responsibility; 

AND WHEREAS reliance on competitive funding creates budget uncertainty, limits long-term financial 
planning, and may not reflect the actual operational needs of fire services, contributing to instability, 
reduced preparedness and the reduction of services within a critical emergency response sector; 

AND WHEREAS stable and predictable funding is essential to maintain emergency preparedness, 
firefighter safety, service sustainability, and equitable protection for residents regardless of municipal 
size or tax base;  Page 40 of 123
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              ✔ 
Carried  Defeated  Deferred 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT 

The Council of the Town of Plympton-Wyoming respectfully calls upon the Province of Ontario to 
transition the current practice of competitive provincial fire service grant programs into a 
permanent, stable, and predictable non-competitive provincial funding program that supports 
municipalities in meeting provincially legislated fire protection requirements; 

AND FURTHER THAT this funding be structured to provide equitable and predictable annual support 
for operational readiness and training costs associated with volunteer, composite and full-time 
fire departments across Ontario; 

AND FURTHER THAT the annual value of this funding be reviewed and adjusted to more 
appropriately reflect the level of provincial funding support currently provided to other provincially 
regulated emergency services, including policing and paramedic services; 

 

AND FURTHER THAT this resolution be circulated for endorsement to: 

• The County of Lambton  
• Lambton County Fire Chiefs Association  
• All municipalities  
• Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs  
• Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Association  
• Ontario Volunteer Fire Fighters Association  
• Association of Municipalities of Ontario  
• Rural Ontario Municipal Association  

 

AND FURTHER THAT, upon endorsement, this resolution be submitted to: 

• Steve Pinnsoneault MPP Lambton-Kent-Middlesex 
• Bob Bailey MPP Sarnia-Lambton  
• The Honourable Michael Kerzner, Minister of the Solicitor General  
• The Honourable Kinga Surma, Minister of Infrastructure  
• The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing  
• The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario  
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CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON 

322 Main Street South   P.O. Box 759    
Exeter Ontario    

 N0M 1S6 
Phone: 519-235-0310   Fax: 519-235-3304   

 Toll Free:  1-877-204-0747 
www.southhuron.ca 

 
 
June 10, 2026  
 
Via email: doug.fordco@pc.ola.org 
 
Premier’s Office  
Room 281 
Main Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A5 
 
Dear Hon. Doug Ford   
 
Re: Sustainable Provincial Grant Funding for Fire Services in Ontario 
 
Please be advised that South Huron Council passed the following resolution at 
their June 1, 2026, Regular Council Meeting: 
 
258-2026 
Moved By: Aaron Neeb 
Seconded by: Wendy McLeod-Haggitt 
 
That South Huron Council supports the May 13, 2026, correspondence of 
the Town of Plympton-Wyoming regarding Sustainable Provincial Grant 
Funding for Fire Services in Ontario; and  
 
That this supporting resolution and the originating correspondence be 
circulated to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of the Solicitor General, 
the Minister of Infrastructure, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 
the Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs, the Ontario Professional Fire 
Fighters Association, the Ontario Volunteer Fire Fighters Association, 
AMO, ROMA and all municipalities in Ontario.  
 
Result: Carried 
 
Please find attached the originating correspondence for your reference. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Kendra Webster, Legislative & Licensing Coordinator 
Municipality of South Huron 
kwebster@southhuron.ca 
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519-235-0310 x. 232 
 
Encl. 
 
cc:   
Minister of the Solicitor General, Hon. Michael Kerzner, 
michael.kerzner@pc.ola.org; Minister of Infrastructure, Hon. Kinga Surma, 
kinga.surma@pc.ola.org; Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Hon. Rob 
Flack, rob.flack@pc.ola.org;  Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs, info@oafc.on.ca; 
Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Association, admin@ontariofirefighters.org;  
Ontario Volunteer Fire Fighters Association, communication@ffao.on.ca;  AMO 
resolutions@amo.on.ca; ROMA, roma@roma.on.ca; and all municipalities in 
Ontario.  
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Town of Petawawa 
Legislative Services 
1111 Victoria Street 

Petawawa, ON K8H 2E6 
613-687-5536 

 

 

 
The Honourable Doug Ford The Honourable Michael Kerzner 
Premier of Ontario Minister of the Solicitor General 
Legislative Building George Drew Building, 18th Floor 
Queen’s Park 25 Grosvenor St. 
Toronto, ON   M7A 1A1 Toronto, ON   M7A 1Y6 

Via Email: premier@ontario.ca  Via Email: minister.solgen@ontario.ca  

 

June 17, 2026 

RE: Sustainable Provincial Grant Funding for Fire Services in Ontario 

Dear Honourable Doug Ford and Honourable Michael Kerzner: 

At its Council in Committee meeting held on June 8, 2026, the Council of the 
Corporation of the Town of Petawawa endorsed the following resolution: 

Moved by Lisa Coutu 
Seconded by Theresa Sabourin 

WHEREAS Municipal fire services in Ontario operate under legislative authority 
established by the province through statutes, regulations, codes, and prescribed 
standards governing training, equipment, certification, inspection, and 
operational requirements; 

AND WHEREAS municipalities are responsible for implementing and maintaining 
compliance with these provincially mandated requirements primarily through 
local property taxation; 

AND WHEREAS current provincial fire service grant programs are available to 
both full-time and volunteer fire departments across Ontario and are distributed 
through competitive application processes that may not fully reflect the differing 
financial and administrative capacities of urban and rural municipalities, 
highlighting the need for a more balanced approach to funding that supports all 
fire services equitably; 
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AND WHEREAS volunteer firefighters represent approximately 70–75% of 
firefighters in Ontario, protecting the majority of communities across the province 
and, particularly in rural areas, are frequently the first emergency responders to 
arrive on scene ahead of other emergency services; 

AND WHEREAS other provincially regulated emergency services, including 
policing and paramedic services, receive stable and predictable provincial 
funding contributions or cost-sharing arrangements; 

AND WHEREAS the absence of a comparable and stable funding model for fire 
services creates a structural imbalance between provincial regulatory authority 
and municipal financial responsibility; 

AND WHEREAS reliance on competitive funding creates budget uncertainty, 
limits long-term financial planning, and may not reflect the actual operational 
needs of fire services, contributing to instability, reduced preparedness and the 
reduction of services within a critical emergency response sector; 

AND WHEREAS stable and predictable funding is essential to maintain 
emergency preparedness, firefighter safety, service sustainability, and equitable 
protection for residents regardless of municipal size or tax base; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT 
The Council of the Town of Petawawa respectfully calls upon the Province of 
Ontario to transition the current practice of competitive provincial fire service 
grant programs into a permanent, stable, and predictable non-competitive 
provincial funding program that supports municipalities in meeting provincially 
legislated fire protection requirements; 

AND FURTHER THAT this funding be structured to provide equitable and 
predictable annual support for operational readiness and training costs 
associated with volunteer, composite and full-time fire departments across 
Ontario; 

AND FURTHER THAT the annual value of this funding be reviewed and adjusted 
to more appropriately reflect the level of provincial funding support currently 
provided to other provincially regulated emergency services, including policing 
and paramedic services; 

AND FURTHER THAT this resolution be circulated for endorsement to: 
· All municipalities 
· Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs 
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· Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Association 
· Ontario Volunteer Fire Fighters Association 
· Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
· Rural Ontario Municipal Association 

AND FURTHER THAT, upon endorsement, this resolution be submitted to: 
· Billy Denault MPP Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke 
· The Honourable Michael Kerzner, Minister of the Solicitor General 
· The Honourable Kinga Surma, Minister of Infrastructure 
· The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
· The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 

Carried 
 

The Town of Petawawa respectfully requests that the Government of Ontario 
implements a permanent, stable, and predictable non-competitive provincial funding 
program that supports municipalities in meeting provincially legislated fire protection 
requirements. We look forward to your favourable reply. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dawn Recoskie, CMO, Dipl.M.A. 
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk 
613-687-5536 ext. 2003 
drecoskie@petawawa.ca  

cc: All municipalities 

Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs, info@oafc.on.ca  

Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Association, info@opffa.org 

Ontario Volunteer Fire Fighters Association, admin@ontariofirefighters.org 

 Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), resolutions@amo.on.ca  

Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA), roma@roma.on.ca 

Billy Denault, MPP, Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke, billy.denault@pc.ola.org 

 Honourable Kinga Surma, Minister of Infrastructure, kinga.surma@pc.ola.org  

 Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing, rob.flack@ontario.ca. 
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The Corporation of the 
Township of Terrace Bay 
P.O. Box 40, 1 Selkirk Avenue, Terrace Bay, ON, P0T 2W0 
Phone: (807) 825-3315 Fax: (807) 825-9576 

June 17, 2026 
 
 
Premier Doug Ford 
premier@ontario.ca  
 
 
Dear Mr. Ford, 
 
 
At the Township of Terrace Bay’s Regular Council Meeting held Monday June 15, 2026, 
the following resolution of support was passed: 
 
RE: Resolution of Support – Sustainable Provincial Grant Funding For Fire Service 
 
Resolution: CR142–2026 
Moved by: Councilllor Webb 
Seconded by: Councillor Dube 
 
WHEREAS Municipal fire services in Ontario operate under legislative authority 
established by the province through statues, regulations, codes and prescribed standards 
governing training, equipment, certification, inspection, and operation requirements. 
  
AND WHEREAS municipalities are responsible for implementing and maintaining 
compliance with these provincially mandated requirements primarily through local property 
taxation; 
  
AND WHEREAS current provincial fire service grant programs are available to both full-
time and volunteer fire departments across Ontario and are distributed through competitive 
application processes that may not fully reflect the differing financial and administrative 
capacities of urban and rural municipalities, highlighting the need for a more balanced 
approach to funding that supports all fire services equitably; 
  
AND WHEREAS volunteer firefighters represent approximately 70-75% of firefighters in 
Ontario protecting the majority of communities across the province and, particularly in rural 
areas, are frequently the first emergency responders to arrive on scene ahead of other 
emergency services; 
  
AND WHEREAS other provincially regulated emergency services, including policing and 
paramedic services, receive stable and predictable provincial funding contributions or cost-
sharing arrangements;  
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The Corporation of the 
Township of Terrace Bay 
P.O. Box 40, 1 Selkirk Avenue, Terrace Bay, ON, P0T 2W0 
Phone: (807) 825-3315 Fax: (807) 825-9576 

AND WHEREAS the absence of a comparable and stable funding model for fire services 
creates a structural imbalance between provincial regulatory authority and municipal 
financial responsibility; 
 
AND WHEREAS reliance on competitive funding creates budget uncertainty, limits long-
term financial planning, and may not reflect the actual operational needs of fire services, 
contributing to instability, reduced preparedness and the reduction of services within a 
critical emergency response sector; 
  
AND WHEREAS stable and predictable funding is essential to maintain emergency 
preparedness, firefighter safety, service sustainability, and equitable protection for 
residents regardless of municipal size or tax base;  
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of Terrace Bay 
respectfully calls upon the Province of Ontario to transition the current practice of 
competitive provincial fire service grant programs into a permanent, stable, and predictable 
non-competitive provincial funding program that supports municipalities in meeting 
provincially legislated fire protection requirements; 
  
AND FURTHER THAT this funding be structured to provide equitable and predictable 
annual support for operational readiness and training costs associated with volunteer, 
composite and full-time fire departments across Ontario; 
  
AND FURTHER THAT the annual value of this funding be reviewed and adjusted to more 
appropriately reflect the level of provincial funding support currently provided to other 
provincially regulated emergency services, including policing and paramedic services; 
  
AND FURTHER THAT this resolution be circulated for endorsement to: 

• All municipalities 
• Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs 
• Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Association 
• Ontario Volunteer Fire Fighter Association 
• Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
• Rural Ontario Municipal Association 

 AND FURTHER THAT, upon endorsement, this resolution be submitted to: 

• Lise Vaugeois, MPP Thunder Bay Superior North 
• The Honourable Michael Kerzner, Minister of the Solicitor General 
• The Honourable Kinga Surma, Minister of Infrastructure 
• The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
• The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario Page 48 of 123
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The Corporation of the 
Township of Terrace Bay 
P.O. Box 40, 1 Selkirk Avenue, Terrace Bay, ON, P0T 2W0 
Phone: (807) 825-3315 Fax: (807) 825-9576 

Sincerely, 

J. Hall 
Chief Administrative Officer/Clerk 
 
CC: 
MPP Thunder Bay Superior North, Lise Vaugeois – lvaugeois-co@ndp.on.ca   
Minister of the Solicitor General – Michael.kerzner@pc.ola.org  
Minister of Infrastructure – kinga.surma@pc.ola.org  
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing – rob.flack@pc.ola.org  
AMO – resolutions@amo.on.ca  
NOMA – admin@noma.on.ca  
ROMA – roma@roma.on.ca  
OAFC – info@oafc.on.ca   
OPFFA – admin@ontariofirefighters.org  
OVFFA – president@ffao.on.ca  
All Northern Ontario Municipalities 
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613.283.4124 • info@smithsfalls.ca • www.smithsfalls.ca 

 
 
 

 
June 17th, 2026 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford  
Primer of Ontario  
premier@ontario.ca 
 
 
Re:   Support for Sustainable Provincial Grant Funding for Fire Services in 

Ontario 
 
Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Smiths Falls  
passed the following resolution at their June 15th, 2026 Council meeting: 
 

The Council of the Town of Smiths Falls respectfully calls upon the 
Province of Ontario to transition the current practice of competitive 
provincial fire service grant programs into a permanent, stable, and 
predictable non-competitive provincial funding program that supports 
municipalities in meeting provincially legislated fire protection 
requirements; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT this funding be structured to provide equitable 
and predictable annual support for operational readiness and training 
costs associated with volunteer, composite and full-time fire 
departments across Ontario; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT the annual value of this funding be reviewed 
and adjusted to more appropriately reflect the level of provincial 
funding support currently provided to other provincially regulated 
emergency services, including policing and paramedic services; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT this resolution be circulated to: 
• Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs 
• Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Association 
• Ontario Volunteer Fire Fighters Association 
• Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
• Rural Ontario Municipal Association 
• Scott Reid, M.P. Lanark-Frontenac 
• John Jordan, M.P.P. Lanark-Frontenac-Kingston 
• Minister of the Solicitor General 
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613.283.4124 • info@smithsfalls.ca • www.smithsfalls.ca 

 
 
 

 
• Minister of Infrastructure 
• Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
• All Ontario Municipalities 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions and/or concerns. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
 
Kerry Costello 
Town Clerk 
 
cc:  Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs 

Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Association 
Ontario Volunteer Fire Fighters Association 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
Rural Ontario Municipal Association 
Scott Reid, M.P. Lanark-Frontenac 
John Jordan, M.P.P. Lanark-Frontenac-Kingston 
Minister of the Solicitor General 
Minister of Infrastructure 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
All Ontario Municipalities 
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

May 29, 2026 

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 26, 2026 the following 
resolution regarding the Better Regional Governance Act was carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-246 

DATE:        May 26, 2026 

MOVED BY:  Councillor MacNaughton 
 
SECONDED BY:  Councillor Branderhorst 

WHEREAS electoral representation is the keystone of Canadian democracy; and, 

WHEREAS the Better Regional Governance Act, 2026 (Act) received royal assent on May 
7th; and, 

WHEREAS the Act allows the provincial government to interfere with shape and 
composition of certain local and regional governments in Ontario without consultation, clear 
rationale or democratic process; and,  

WHEREAS the Act allows the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, without 
consultation, clear rationale, or democratic process to appoint or vacate heads of council; 
and  

WHEREAS the Act allows any appointed, non-elected head of council to have the voting 
rights of an elected mayor which may include strong chair powers; and 

WHEREAS these changes are part of a series of anti-democratic decisions that undermine 
municipal authority and centralize local decision making at the province; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Prince Edward County Council, in solidarity with the 
impacted municipalities, urge the Province to recommit to local democracy, empower 
municipalities to determine their own composition, and restore the requirement that all local 
governments and regional council members including regional chairs be directly elected by 
their communities to ensure heads of council remain directly accountable to local voters; 
and,  

THAT Council urge the province to restrict any further changes or expansion of the Act in 
any way that could undermine the democratic vigour of any additional municipality; and,  

THAT this resolution be forwarded to Premier Doug Ford, the Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing Rob Flack, and Member of Provincial Parliament, Tyler Allsop; and 
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

THAT this resolution be forwarded to all 444 Municipalities in Ontario, the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for 
their endorsement and advocacy. 

Yours truly, 

 

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK 

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor MacNaughton, Councillor Branderhorst 
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

May 29, 2026 

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 26, 2026 the following 
resolution seeking support for sustainable funding for Public Health Units was carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-244 

DATE:        May 26, 2026 

MOVED BY:  Councillor Roberts 
 
SECONDED BY:  Councillor Nieman 

WHEREAS Ontario public health units and agencies provide a vital service to 

Ontarians that keeps people healthy, out of hospitals and out of the acute care 

system;  

WHEREAS rural-urban equity in Ontario’s public healthcare delivery is essential for 

a thriving provincial economy that keeps people at work and contributing; 

WHEREAS Ontario’s public health units & agencies sector has received a mere 1% 

in its annual budget increase from Queen’s Park since 2018, a sum significantly 

below inflation and real-world cost increases; 

WHEREAS public health faces steadily increasing demands, such as a 231% 

increase in respiratory outbreaks supported in Ontario's long-term care homes, 

hospitals, and retirement homes since 2018, as well as a 637% increase in Infection 

Prevention & Control complaints follow-ups; 

WHEREAS according to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), 

municipalities across Ontario spend close to $4 billion on health despite receiving 

less than $2 billion in provincial grants, and Canada’s Constitution Act 1867 clearly 

asserts provincial responsibility for health;  

WHEREAS Ontario consistently ranks at the bottom for provincial health spending 

per capita, at $876 below the average of other provinces using 2022-2023 data; 

WHEREAS 60% of Ontario’s hospitals are overwhelmed and in dire operating 

deficits, yet the Canadian Public Health Association asserts that investment in 

Ontario public health’s preventative and health promotion initiatives delivers a 4:1 

return on investment, for example, for every dollar spent on upstream public health 

vaccine immunization of children, $16 in downstream hospital and primary health 

care costs are saved; 
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

WHEREAS municipalities are being asked to shoulder an escalating percentage of 

public health unit costs while also asked to solve complex social determinates of 

health such as rural homelessness and food insecurity but with limited revenue 

tools;  

WHEREAS the province and federal governments continue to collect significant 

revenue from local/municipal property transactions through the Land Transfer Tax 

and Goods & Services Tax; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT The Council of the Corporation of the 

County of Prince Edward requests:  

1. THAT the Provincial Government redistribute a portion of the Land Transfer 

Tax to municipalities to address public health funding gaps and the rising % 

share of municipal contributions to public health units;  

2. THAT when the province announces its new Ontario Public Health Standards, 

it also commits to minimum annual funding increases tied to Ontario’s 

consumer price inflation, currently holding at 2.4%; 

3. THAT this resolution be forwarded to Prime Minister Mark Carney, Premier 

Doug Ford, the Ontario Minister of Finance, the Minister of Municipal Affairs 

and Housing, Bay of Quinte Member of Parliament, Chris Malette, and 

Member of Provincial Parliament, Tyler Allsop; and 

4. THAT this resolution be forwarded to all 444 Municipalities in Ontario, the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) 
and the Eastern Ontario Wardens' Caucus (EOWC) for their endorsement 
and advocacy. 

Yours truly, 

 

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK 

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor Roberts, Councillor Nieman 
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The  Corporation  of the Municipality  of Red Lake

COUNCIL  RESOLUTION

MOVED  BY:

SECONDED  BY: c

xo/p'7-:e

DATE:  May  I9'h,  2026

WHEREAS  Ontario  municipalities  are required  to maintain  a police  service  or detachment

board;  and

WHEREAS  policing  is a provincially  legislated  responsibility,  yet municipalities  are

bearing  the  brunt  of rising  costs  to implement  provincial  mandates;  and

WHEREAS  the  Association  of  Municipalities  of  Ontario  (AMO)  has  asserted  that  the  fiscal

framework  that  enables  municipalities  to provide  critical  policing  and public  safety

services  is broken,  and  AMO  requests  an urgent  update  to the  provincial-municipal  fiscal

relationship;  and

WHEREAS  double-digit  increases  in municipal  annual  Ontario  Provincial  Police  (OPP)

budgets  are  unsustainable,  especially  as  Ontario  municipal  police  services  tackle

provincial  responsibilities,  including  mental  health,  addictions,  and  homelessness,  which

place  police  resources  under  enormous  financial  strain;  and

WHEREAS  municipalities  across  Ontario  are experiencing  increased  police  operating

and capital  costs  directly  attributable  to new compliance  and operational  standards

required  under  the  Community  Safety  and Policing  Act,  2019  (the  Act);  and;  and

WHEREAS  the  costs  of  other  measures,  such  as providing  provincial  court  security,  are

rising  and  are not  part  of  providing  core,  adequate,  and effective  municipal  policing;  and

WHEREAS  these  developments  especially  negatively  impact  rural  municipalities;

NOW  THEREFORE  BE IT RESOLVED  THAT  the Council  of The  Corporation  of the

Municipality  of Red Lake  hereby  requests  that  the  Province  provide  financial  assistance

to municipalities  to offset  all additional  costs  directly  and  demonstrably  incurred  as a result

of  compliance  with  the  Act,  not  general  increases  to police  budgets;  and

FURTHER  THAT  Council  urges  the Province  of Ontario  to expeditiously  review  and

reform  its current  police  grant  programs  to ensure  a more  equitable  distribution  of  funding

to municipalities,  so that  communities  with  changing  populations  and  expanding  service

demands  receive  fair  and  sustainable  provincial  support;  and
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THAT  this resolution  be forwarded  to the Premier  of Ontario,  the Solicitor-General  of

Ontario,  the Minister  of Municipal  Affairs  and Housing  (MMAH),  the Association  of

Municipalities  of  Ontario  (AMO),  the Rural  Ontario  Municipal  Association  (ROMA),  Police
Governance  Ontario  (PGO),  and all Ontario  municipalities  for  their  endorsement.

CARRIED  j L  DEFEATED ___
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of Interest
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Clerk’s Department 
Township of Clearview 

Box 200, 217 Gideon Street 
Stayner, Ontario L0M 1S0  

clerks@clearview.ca | www.clearview.ca 
Phone: 705-428-6230 

 

Page 1 of 2 
 

June 2, 2026 

Hon. Rob Flack 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
777 Bay Street, 17th Floor 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 

Sent by Email: rob.flack@pc.ola.org 

RE:  Clearview Council Support Resolution – Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax 

Please be advised that at its meeting held on June 1, 2026, Council of the Township of 
Clearview passed the following resolution supporting a Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax: 

Moved by Councillor Broderick, Seconded by Deputy Mayor Van Staveren, Whereas 
Council of the Township of Clearview understands the vitality of main streets across 
Ontario are essential to the economic, social and cultural health of the community; 
and, 

Whereas numerous long-term vacant commercial storefronts, which detracts from the 
character of the community, reduces pedestrian traffic, discourages business 
investment, and negatively impacts the viability of surrounding small businesses; and, 

Whereas the current Municipal Act, 2001 does not provide municipalities with the 
explicit legal authority to implement a "Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax," although 
other jurisdictions are actively advocating for such tools to address similar challenges; 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that Council of the Township of Clearview hereby 
support the resolution from Prince Edward County regarding the request to allow 
municipalities to institute a vacant commercial storefront tax; and, 

That Council requests that the Government of Ontario amend the Municipal Act, 2001, 
to grant Ontario municipalities the permissive authority to implement a "Vacant 
Commercial Storefront Tax" or similar levy to encourage the productive use of long-
term vacant retail properties; and, 

That this support resolution be forwarded to the Minister Rob Flack of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing, Premier Doug Ford, Simcoe Grey MPP Brian Saunderson, and the 444 
municipalities of Ontario for their consideration. Motion Carried.  
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Clerk’s Department   June 2, 2026 

Page 2 of 2 

If you have any questions regarding the above resolution, please do not hesitate to contact 
the undersigned.  
Sincerely, 

 
Sasha Helmkay-Playter, B.A., Dipl. M.A., AOMC 
Clerk/Director of Legislative Services 

cc: Premier Doug Ford  
Brian Saunderson, Member of Provincial Parliament – Simcoe-Grey 
All Ontario Municipalities  
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Municipality of North Grenville 
285 County Road 44, Box 130, Kemptville, ON  K0G 1J0 

T (613) 258-9569    F (613) 258-9620   general@northgrenville.on.ca  

 
 
 
 
May, 27, 2026 
 
Re: OPP Detachment Board Resolution of Support - Traffic Calming and Speeding 
Mitigation Techniques 
 
Please be advised that the Council of the Municipality of North Grenville, at its Regular 
Meeting on May 26, 2026, passed the following motion pertaining to the OPP 
Detachment Board Resolution of Support - Traffic Calming and Speeding Mitigation 
Techniques: 
 
Resolution #: C-2026-215 
Moved By: Deputy Mayor John Barclay 
Seconded by: Councillor Deb Wilson 
 
THAT Council accept the OPP Board Resolution - Traffic Calming/Speeding Mitigation 
Techniques as information as submitted and circulated.  
FURTHER THAT Council consider the request to support the OPP Board resolution as 
attached. 
 
Carried. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the above resolution, please do not hesitate to 
contact me by e-mail at clerk@northgrenville.on.ca. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Lindsey Lee 
Municipal Clerk 
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May 7, 2026 
 
 
Traffic Calming/Speeding Mitigation Techniques 
 
The North Grenville, Merrickville-Wolford Village OPP Detachment Board, at its Meeting on May 
7, 2026, passed the following motion with the request for municipal support: 
 
Moved by: Ian Fraser 
Seconded by: Jim Goodman 
 
WHEREAS history demonstrates that speeding and public safety 
concerns are increasing across Ontario; 
 
WHEREAS the Provincial government has shown interest and allocated 
financial resources to certain municipalities to implement alternative 
measures to photo radar, reaffirming its ongoing commitment to 
addressing public safety issues; 
 
WHEREAS this commitment currently applies only to municipalities 
utilizing photo radar as a deterrent; 
 
AND WHEREAS such funding support would assist municipalities with 
limited financial resources in protecting their citizens - especially seniors 
and school-aged children. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Grenville 1 OPP Detachment Board respectfully 
request North Grenville and Merrickville-Wolford Councils advocate that the province expand its 
stated interest and financial commitment to include all municipalities in Ontario, adopting a 
province-wide approach to public safety and thereby ensuring the well-being of all Ontarians; 
 
AND THAT this resolution be sent to the following: 
Premier Doug Ford 
Minister of Transportation 
Minister of Finance 
MPP Steve Clark 
AMO 
ROMA 
All Ontario Police Service Boards 
And all 444 Municipalities in Ontario 
Carried. 

Page 63 of 123

Council Correspondence June 19, 2026



   
 

Village of Merrickville Wolford 
317 Brock Street W PO Box 340 

Merrickville, ON K0G 1N0 
T: 613-269-4791 

W: Merrickville-wolford.ca  
 
 

May 26, 2026 
 
 
Re: OPP Detachment Board Resolution of Support - Traffic Calming & Speeding 
Mitigation Techniques 
 
Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merrickville-
Wolford, at its Regular Meeting on May 25, 2026, passed the following motion 
pertaining to the OPP Detachment Board Resolution of Support - Traffic Calming & 
Speeding Mitigation Techniques: 
 
Resolution #: R-24-05-25-26 
Moved by: Councillor Maitland 
Seconded by: Councillor Ireland 
 
THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merrickville-Wolford receive for 
information the resolution from the Municipality of North Grenville, Merrickville-Wolford 
Village OPP Detachment Board dated May 7, 2026 regarding traffic calming and 
speeding mitigation techniques; 
 
AND THAT Council endorse and support the resolution from the OPP Detachment 
Board and direct staff to circulate the resolution of support to Premier Doug Ford, the 
Minister of Transportation, the Minister of Finance, MPP Steve Clark, AMO, ROMA, all 
Ontario Police Service Boards, and all 444 Municipalities in Ontario.  
 
Carried. 
 
 
If you have any questions regarding the above resolution, please do not hesitate to 
contact me by email at clerk@merrickville-wolford.ca.  
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
Julia McCaugherty-Jansman 
Clerk 
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May 7, 2026 
 
 
Traffic Calming/Speeding Mitigation Techniques 
 
The North Grenville, Merrickville-Wolford Village OPP Detachment Board, at its Meeting on May 
7, 2026, passed the following motion with the request for municipal support: 
 
Moved by: Ian Fraser 
Seconded by: Jim Goodman 
 
WHEREAS history demonstrates that speeding and public safety 
concerns are increasing across Ontario; 
 
WHEREAS the Provincial government has shown interest and allocated 
financial resources to certain municipalities to implement alternative 
measures to photo radar, reaffirming its ongoing commitment to 
addressing public safety issues; 
 
WHEREAS this commitment currently applies only to municipalities 
utilizing photo radar as a deterrent; 
 
AND WHEREAS such funding support would assist municipalities with 
limited financial resources in protecting their citizens - especially seniors 
and school-aged children. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Grenville 1 OPP Detachment Board respectfully 
request North Grenville and Merrickville-Wolford Councils advocate that the province expand its 
stated interest and financial commitment to include all municipalities in Ontario, adopting a 
province-wide approach to public safety and thereby ensuring the well-being of all Ontarians; 
 
AND THAT this resolution be sent to the following: 
Premier Doug Ford 
Minister of Transportation 
Minister of Finance 
MPP Steve Clark 
AMO 
ROMA 
All Ontario Police Service Boards 
And all 444 Municipalities in Ontario 
Carried. 
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Box 608, Little Current, P0P 1K0 
705-368-3500 

 
 
 
 

June 3, 2026 
 
 
 
Please see attaced a motion passed unanimously by our Council regarding the need of our health care 
system. 
 
 
Resolution No. 133-06-2026 

Moved by: D. Orr 

Seconded by: G. Williamson 

Whereas the Canadian Center for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) has conducted research which unequivocally 

identifies that Ontario Hospitals are underfunded by the Government of Ontario; 

And Whereas the CCPA study, Failure by Design, clearly identifies that smaller and rural hospitals are 

disproportionately disadvantaged by the underfunding; 

And Whereas as a direct result of the underfunding Emergency Department wait times for an initial physician 

assessment have increased to 4.5 hours in 2024 – 2025 from 2.7 hours in 2020 – 2021; 

And Whereas 90 percent of patients spend on average 44 hours in the emergency department waiting to be admitted 

when further care is required; 

And Whereas the Provincial Government increased total health care spending from 7.4 percent of GDP in 2014 to 

only 7.6 percent of GDP by 2023, which did not keep pace with raising health care costs: 

Therefore be it resolved that the Council for the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands request that the 

Province of Ontario provide immediate and sustained funding to improve hospital finances and capacity, which as 

per the recommendations in the CCPA study, would require an immediate injection of $3.2 billion supported by 

annual increases of 6% per year thereafter. 

Carried 

 

 

 

We would appreciate your support by forwarding your supporting motion on to the Provincial Government. 

 

 

Thank you 
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Administration 
Office of the Regional Clerk 
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, PO Box 1042, Thorold, ON  L2V 4T7 
Telephone: 905-980-6000  Toll-free: 1-800-263-7215  Fax: 905-687-4977 
www.niagararegion.ca 

June 3, 2026 
CL 9-2026, May 28, 2026 

CSC 4-2026, May 13, 2026 
CSC-C 12-2026, May 13, 2026 

RECIPIENTS/DISTRIBUTION LIST 

SENT ELECTRONICALLY 

Recommendations from the Joint Board of Management – Niagara Courts meeting held 
on Thursday, April 23, 2026 
CSC-C 12-2026 

Regional Council, at its meeting held on May 28, 2026, passed the following 
recommendation of its Corporate Services Committee: 

That Memorandum CSC-C 12-2026, dated May 13, 2026, respecting 
Recommendations from the Joint Board of Management – Niagara Courts meeting held 
on Thursday, April 23, 2026, BE RECEIVED and the following recommendations BE 
APPROVED: 
1. That the Acting Regional Chair BE DIRECTED to send a letter to the Attorney

General of Ontario requesting a review of the set fine amounts, and the costs
payable upon conviction set out in Ontario Regulation 915 under the Provincial
Offences Act; and

2. That a copy of this resolution BE FORWARDED to the Honourable Doug Downey,
Attorney General of Ontario, and copied to other municipalities that administer
Provincial Offences Courts; the Ministry of the Attorney General, the Ontario
Municipal Tax and Revenue Association, and the Association of Municipalities of
Ontario for support.

A copy of CSC-C 12-2026 is enclosed for your reference. 

Yours truly, 

Ann-Marie Norio 
Regional Clerk 
:kl 
CLK-C 2026-046 
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cc:   
  M. Vink, Associate Director, Court Services 
  T. Ellis, Commissioner, Corporate Services/Treasurer 
  D. Francis, Executive Assistant to the Commissioner, Corporate Services/Treasurer 
 
Distribution List 
   
  The Honourable Doug Downey, Attorney General of Ontario 
  The Ministry of the Attorney General 
  The Ontario Municipal Tax and Revenue Association 
  AMO 
  Municipalities that Administer Provincial Offences Courts 
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1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, Thorold, ON L2V 4T7 

905-980-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-263-7215 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Memorandum  
CSC-C 12-2026 

Subject: Recommendations from the Joint Board of Management – Niagara 
Courts meeting held on April 23, 2026 

Date: May 13, 2026 

To: Corporate Services Committee 

From: Ann-Marie Norio, Regional Clerk 

The Joint Board of Management – Niagara Courts, at its meeting held on April 23, 2026, 
passed the following motion for consideration by the Corporate Services Committee: 

That Report JBM-C 5-2026, dated April 23, 2026, respecting Set Fines Under the 
Provincial Offences Act, BE RECEIVED and the following recommendations BE 
APPROVED: 

1. That the Joint Board of Management RECOMMENDS that Regional Council direct 
the Acting Regional Chair to send a letter to the Attorney General of Ontario 
requesting a review of the set fine amounts, and the costs payable upon conviction 
set out in Ontario Regulation 915 under the Provincial Offences Act; and 

2. That a copy of this resolution BE FORWARDED to the Honourable Doug Downey, 
Attorney General of Ontario, and copied to other municipalities that administer 
Provincial Offences Courts; the Ministry of the Attorney General, the Ontario 
Municipal Tax and Revenue Association, and the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario for support. 

Should Committee members wish to support the recommendation, the following motion 
would be in order: 

1. That the Acting Regional Chair BE DIRECTED to send a letter to the Attorney 
General of Ontario requesting a review of the set fine amounts, and the costs 
payable upon conviction set out in Ontario Regulation 915 under the Provincial 
Offences Act; and 
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2. That a copy of this resolution BE FORWARDED to the Honourable Doug Downey, 

Attorney General of Ontario, and copied to other municipalities that administer 
Provincial Offences Courts; the Ministry of the Attorney General, the Ontario 
Municipal Tax and Revenue Association, and the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario for support. 

A copy of the minutes of the Joint Board of Management – Niagara Courts meeting held 
on April 23, 2026, and the associated report are attached to this memorandum. 

Respectfully submitted and signed by 

________________________________ 
Ann-Marie Norio 
Regional Clerk 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA 
JOINT BOARD OF MANAGEMENT - NIAGARA COURTS 

MINUTES 
 

JBM 2-2026 
Thursday, April 23, 2026 

Meeting held by electronic participation 
 
Committee: H. Boese (Grimsby), D. Gibbs (Niagara Region), M. Montague 

(Board Chair, St. Catharines), N. Punyarthi (Board Vice Chair, 
Niagara Falls), M. Richardson (Welland), G. Spencer (Niagara-
on-the-Lake) 

  
Staff: S. Crocco, Senior Legal Counsel, Litigation, T. Ellis, 

Commissioner, Corporate Services/Treasurer, K. Lotimer, 
Deputy Clerk, R. Muzzell, Associate Director, Program Financial 
Support, A. Niece, Program Financial Specialist, M. Vink, 
Associate Director, Court Services 

  
_____________________________________________________________________ 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Melissa Montague, Board Chair, called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 

2. DISCLOSURES OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest. 

3. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

3.1 JBM-C 3-2026 
Court Services 2025 Draft Audited Schedule of Revenues, Expenses, and 
Funds Available for Distribution 

Moved by H. Boese 
  Seconded by N. Punyarthi 

That Report JBM-C 3-2026, dated April 23, 2026, respecting Court 
Services 2026 Draft Audited Schedule of Revenues, Expenses, and Funds 
Available for Distribution, BE RECEIVED and the following 
recommendations BE APPROVED: 

1. That the draft audited Schedule of Revenues, Expenses and Funds 
Available for Distribution for the year ended December 31, 2025, for 
The Regional Municipality of Niagara Court Services (Court Services) 
as presented in Appendix 1 to Report JBM-C 3-2026 BE APPROVED; 

2. That staff BE DIRECTED to coordinate with the auditor to finalize the 
statements as presented; and 
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3. That Report JBM-C 3-2026 BE FORWARDED to the Region’s Audit 
Committee and to the Ministry of the Attorney General as per the 
Memorandum of Understanding, for information as required. 

Carried 
 

3.2 JBM-C 5-2026 
Set Fines Under the Provincial Offences Act 
Moved by N. Punyarthi 

  Seconded by M. Richardson 
That Report JBM-C 5-2026, dated April 23, 2026, respecting Set Fines 
Under the Provincial Offences Act, BE RECEIVED and the following 
recommendations BE APPROVED: 
1. That the Joint Board of Management RECOMMENDS that Regional 

Council direct the Acting Regional Chair to send a letter to the Attorney 
General of Ontario requesting a review of the set fine amounts, and 
the costs payable upon conviction set out in Ontario Regulation 915 
under the Provincial Offences Act; and 

2. That a copy of this resolution BE FORWARDED to the Honourable 
Doug Downey, Attorney General of Ontario, and copied to other 
municipalities that administer Provincial Offences Courts; the Ministry 
of the Attorney General, the Ontario Municipal Tax and Revenue 
Association, and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario for 
support. 

Carried 
 

4. CONSENT ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

Moved by N. Punyarthi 
 Seconded by H. Boese 

That the following items BE RECEIVED for information: 
JBM-C 4-2026 
2025 Year End Report for Provincial Offences Court 
JBM-C 6-2026 
Recognition of 25 Years of Excellence in Court Services 
JBM 1-2026 
Joint Board of Management – Niagara Courts Meeting Minutes – February 19, 
2026 

Carried 
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5. OTHER BUSINESS 

There were no items of other business. 

6. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, September 3, 2026, at 3:30 p.m.  

7. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:56 p.m. 

 
 

   

Melissa Montague 
Board Chair 

 Kelly Lotimer 
Deputy Clerk 

   

   

Ann-Marie Norio 
Regional Clerk 
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 JBM-C 5-2026 
April 23, 2026 
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Subject: Set Fines Under the Provincial Offences Act 
Report to: Joint Board of Management 

Report date: Thursday, April 23, 2026 
 

Recommendations 

1. That the Joint Board of Management recommends that Regional Council DIRECT 
the Regional Chair to send a letter to the Attorney General of Ontario requesting a 
review of the set fine amounts, and the costs payable upon conviction set out in 
Ontario Regulation 915 under the Provincial Offences Act; and 

2. That a copy of this resolution BE FORWARDED to the Honourable Doug Downey, 
Attorney General of Ontario, and copied to other municipalities that administer 
Provincial Offences Courts; the Ministry of the Attorney General, the Ontario 
Municipal Tax and Revenue Association, and the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario for support. 

Key Facts 

• Delivery of Court Services is governed by Transfer Agreements entered into with the 
Province (MOU & Local Side Agreement); and the Inter-Municipal Agreement (IMA) 
entered into between the Region and the LAMs, as amended, in addition to 
applicable legislation, including the Provincial Offences Act (POA). 

• With the majority of POA charges resulting in the issuance of tickets and completion 
of out-of-court fine payments, it is imperative that set fine values act as a strong 
deterrent to prevent repeat offences in support of community safety and other policy 
objectives of legislation. 

• Since transfer in 2001, many POA set fine amounts have remained frozen, while the 
costs of operations and service delivery have increased substantially for Niagara 
Region as well as other municipalities delivering Provincial Offences Court services. 
Since 2020, set fines account for 71% of all expenses in Court Services. The total 
cost of Court Services in Niagara Region per charges filed in 2023 was $97.99 per 
charge. In comparison, in 2009, it was $44.98 per charge; a 118% increase within a 
14-year period. 

• A mandatory $5 administration fee is added to every POA fine under Ontario 
Regulation 945; this amount has not changed since 2001 and does not reflect 
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current court administrative costs. Any change to set fine amounts or administration 
fees would require legislative changes through the Ministry of the Attorney General. 

• Consequently, the POA Court has concerns regarding the effectiveness of fine 
values as a deterrent, in addition to the sustainability of administering POA court 
services at the municipal level. Several municipalities and associations have been 
advocating for an increase in POA fines, including the Association of Municipalities 
of Ontario. Most recently, the Eastern Ontario Wardens Caucus (EOWC) who 
completed a delegation at the 2026 Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) 
Conference which flagged the same concerns. Please see link in Appendix 1 (at 
item 1.1) for the full delegation. 

Community Safety and Deterrence  

Set fine values under the POA must act as a strong deterrent to prevent repeat offences 
to protect community safety and achieve other important policy objectives of legislation 
when enforcement action is pursued. With the majority of POA charges resulting in 
tickets and out-of-court fine payments, higher fines such as under the Highway Traffic 
Act (HTA) are essential to reduce recurrence and improve road safety. For example, 
given the safety risks posed by speeding, increasing set fines would achieve a greater 
deterrent effect for drivers generally and convicted offenders specifically. 

According to the Evidence Synthesis on Impact of Traffic Fines to Improve Road Safety 
published in 2024 by Johns Hopkins University, increasing traffic fines by 50 to 100 
percent can lead to a measurable reduction in violations (up to 15 percent fewer 
offences). The report emphasizes that the severity of penalties, alongside certainty and 
swiftness of enforcement, is a critical factor in influencing driver behavior. These 
findings reinforce that higher fines are not merely punitive; they serve as a proven 
deterrent to repeat offences and contribute significantly to improving road safety 
outcomes. For a full list of findings, please see link in Appendix 1 (at item 1.2).  

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development/International Transport 
Forum Road Safety Annual Report 2024 reinforces that the deterrent effect of traffic 
penalties depends on both the certainty of enforcement and the severity of fines. The 
report notes that jurisdictions which periodically increase fine amounts to maintain their 
real value against inflation achieve stronger compliance and greater reductions in 
speeding-related crashes. Countries that combined higher fines with automated 
enforcement observed significant declines in fatalities and serious injuries. These 
findings underscore that fine values must be regularly reviewed and adjusted to 
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preserve their deterrent impact and support broader road safety objectives. The full 
report can be viewed at the link provided in Appendix 1 at item 1.3 

The World Health Organization (WHO) Global Status Report on Road Safety 2023 
emphasizes that effective enforcement and meaningful penalties are essential to 
reducing road traffic deaths and injuries worldwide. The report identifies speed 
management as a critical intervention and notes that penalties must be sufficiently 
severe to deter dangerous driving behaviors. WHO recommends that fine amounts be 
periodically reviewed and adjusted to maintain their deterrent effect, particularly in the 
context of inflation and rising enforcement costs. These findings align with global best 
practices and reinforce the need for Ontario to modernize POA set fines to support 
community safety objectives. This report can be accessed by using the link provided in 
Appendix 1 at item 1.4.   

Lastly, the Government of Canada’s Department of Justice Contraventions Act Program 
Report (2024) confirms that the deterrent effect of fines is strongly linked to their 
perceived severity, alongside certainty and speed of enforcement. Using behavioral 
science principles, the study found that individuals weigh the cost of non-compliance 
against the likelihood of detection, and higher fines significantly increase the perceived 
risk of offending. The report recommends that fine amounts be periodically reviewed to 
maintain their deterrent value and ensure fairness in cost recovery. These findings 
support the rationale for modernizing POA set fines to align with evidence-based criteria 
for deterrence. The full report can be viewed at the link in Appendix 1 at item 1.5. 

These reports all emphasize that fines must be regularly reviewed and adjusted to keep 
pace with inflation and maintain their effectiveness as a deterrent. 

Financial Considerations 

Considering the increase in operating costs and general inflation since the 2001 transfer 
of POA to Region of Niagara, a lack of adjustment to the Court Administration Fee ($5) 
added to each POA fine as well as set fine amounts of POA charges, presents a risk to 
the financial sustainability of Court Services as a self-funded operation that is not 
dependent on the general tax levy. 

The local area treasurers have expressed concerns with distributions to local area 
municipalities being significantly reduced in recent years.  There is concern that, despite 
efforts to reduce expenditures, Court Services operating results are approaching a 
break-even position, which heightens the risk that any future shortfall may require 
supplemental funding through the general tax levy to cover an operational deficit. 
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Analysis 

Set Fines 

Overall, the costs of operating the POA Court have increased significantly since the 
initial transfer from the Province to the Municipalities, whereas the set fine amounts for 
many POA charges have remained unchanged. Since 2020, set fines account for 71% 
of all expenses in Court Services. The total cost of Court Services in Niagara Region 
per charges filed in 2023 was $$97.99 per charge. In comparison, in 2009, it was 
$44.98 per charge; a 118% increase within a 14-year period. This increase in total costs 
is consistent with other POA courts across Ontario; Municipal Benchmarking Network 
Canada stats indicate a median total of $52.82 per charge filed in 2009 for all 
participating courts, contrasted with an increase to a median total cost of $97.28 per 
charge in 2023 (84% increase).  

A key example of set fines that have remained largely consistent in structure over time 
are Part I speeding charges, issued under section 128 of the HTA. While responsibility 
for administering POA matters began to be transferred to municipalities in the late 
1990s, the underlying per‑kilometre approach to Part I speeding fines has changed only 
minimally over several decades, notwithstanding broader legislative and enforcement 
reforms. During this same period, however, the cost of living has increased 
substantially, resulting in a widening gap between the real‑value impact of speeding 
fines and contemporary economic conditions. Under Ontario’s POA framework, set fines 
for speeding are established through set‑fine orders issued by the Chief Justice of the 
Ontario Court of Justice. Current set‑fine schedules apply a graduated, per‑kilometre 
model, with fines increasing as the degree of speed over the posted limit increases, and 
with the most excessive speeds requiring mandatory court proceedings rather than 
out‑of‑court resolution. 

Part I speeding charges continue to represent the most frequently issued POA offence 
in Niagara, forming a significant portion of enforcement activity by police services as 
outlined below: 

• 2025: Part I speeding charges (including ~10.5 months of Automated Speed 
Enforcement) accounted for 57% (27,317) of all Part I charges issued in Niagara, 
and 44% ($2.98 million) of the total combined Part I fine value. 

• 2024: Part I speeding charges (including 12 months of Automated Speed 
Enforcement) accounted for 75% (55,607) of all Part I charges issued in Niagara, 
and 67% ($6.6 million) of the total combined Part I fine value. 
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• 2023: Part I speeding charges (including ~3.5 months of Automated Speed 
Enforcement) accounted for 58% (22,499) of all Part I charges issued in Niagara, 
and 54% ($2.6 million) of the total combined Part I fine value. 

• 2022: Part I speeding charges (including zero ASE charges – prior to program 
launch) accounted for 38% (8,226) of all Part I charges issued in Niagara, and 21% 
($661,771) of the total Part I fine value. 

Set fines for speeding as set out in Schedule B of the HTA are as follows:  

Excess Speed (km) Set Fine Amount 
1 – 19 kilometres per hour over the 
maximum speed limit $2.50 per kilometre 

20 – 29 kilometres per hour over the 
maximum speed limit $3.75 per kilometre 

30 – 49 kilometres per hour over the 
maximum speed limit $6.00 per kilometre 

50 kilometres per hour or more over 
the maximum speed limit 

No out of court settlement; court 
summons required 

Note: In addition to the base set fine, a mandatory victim fine surcharge and court costs 
apply. Fines may also be doubled where the offence occurs in a community safety zone 
or construction zone, in accordance with provincial legislation. 

A complete listing of POA set fines are provided in Appendix 1 at items 1.6 and 1.7. 

Administration Fee 

Every POA charge also includes a mandatory administration fee, established under 
Ontario Regulation 945. Under this regulation, a $5 fee is listed for the service of an 
offence notice or summons. This is typically an administrative cost associated with 
initiating a provincial offence court proceeding. This fee has remained unchanged since 
the 2001 transfer of POA responsibilities to municipalities. While originally intended as a 
nominal cost-recovery measure, it no longer reflects the actual cost of administering a 
charge. After more than two decades of inflation and rising operational expenses, 
maintaining this fee at $5 creates a significant gap between cost and recovery of this 
cost. Increasing this fee is essential to support financial sustainability and reduce 
reliance on general tax levy funding, while ensuring fairness in cost allocation. The full 
Regulation can be viewed using the link provided in Appendix 1 at item 1.8.  
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Alternatives Reviewed 

The Joint Board of Management and Regional Council could decline to pursue the 
opportunity to advocate for review of POA set fines and the $5 court fee. 

Relationship to Council Strategic Priorities 

Court Services aims to continually support Regional Council’s Effective Region and 
Equitable Region objectives as they pertain to the administration of the Provincial 
Offences Court program as core service to residents and visitors to the region and the 
overall goals of enhanced program effectiveness, court modernization, fiscal 
responsibility and supporting community safety across Niagara. 

 

________________________________ 
Prepared by: 
Miranda Vink 
Associate Director, Court Services 
Corporate Services 

_______________________________ 
Recommended by: 
Tim Ellis, CPA, CMA 
Commissioner 
Corporate Services

________________________________ 
Submitted by: 
Ron Tripp, P.Eng. 
Chief Administrative Officer  

This report was prepared in consultation with Adam Niece, Program Financial 
Specialist, Renee Muzzell, Associate Director, Program Financial Support, and Scott 
Fraser, Associate Director, Transportation Planning, and reviewed by Scott Crocco, 
Senior Legal Counsel, and Donna Gibbs, Regional Solicitor/Director Legal & Court 
Services. 

Appendices 

Appendix 1 Set Fines Under the Provincial Offences Act – Report Links 
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Set Fines Under the Provincial Offences Act – Appendix 1 Report Links 

1.1 Delegation at the 2026 Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) Conference 

(https://eowc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/ROMA-2026-Advocacy-Package-
2-1.pdf ) 

1.2 Evidence Synthesis on Impact of Traffic Fines to Improve Road Safety 

(https://publichealth.jhu.edu/sites/default/files/2024-10/BIGRS_Evidence-
Synthesis-Traffic-Fines_v3.pdf) 

1.3 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development/International 
Transport Forum Road Safety Annual Report 2024 

(https://www.itf-oecd.org/sites/default/files/docs/irtad-road-safety-annual-report-
2024.pdf) 

1.4 World Health Organization (WHO) Global Status Report on Road Safety 2023 

(https://www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/safety-and-
mobility/global-status-report-on-road-safety-2023). 

1.5  Department of Justice Contraventions Act Program Report (2024) 

(https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/jr/cap-palc/findings-constatations.html) 

1.6 Set Fines I - Ontario Court of Justice 

(https://www.ontariocourts.ca/ocj/provincial-offences/set-fines/set-fines-i/) 

1.7 Set Fines II - Ontario Court of Justice 

(https://www.ontariocourts.ca/ocj/provincial-offences/set-fines/set-fines-ii/) 

1.8 R.R.O.1990, REGULATION 945 COSTS- 

(https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/900945) 

Page 82 of 123

Council Correspondence June 19, 2026

https://eowc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/ROMA-2026-Advocacy-Package-2-1.pdf
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/sites/default/files/2024-10/BIGRS_Evidence-Synthesis-Traffic-Fines_v3.pdf
https://www.itf-oecd.org/sites/default/files/docs/irtad-road-safety-annual-report-2024.pdf
https://www.itf-oecd.org/sites/default/files/docs/irtad-road-safety-annual-report-2024.pdf
https://www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/safety-and-mobility/global-status-report-on-road-safety-2023
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/jr/cap-palc/findings-constatations.html
https://www.ontariocourts.ca/ocj/provincial-offences/set-fines/set-fines-i/
https://www.ontariocourts.ca/ocj/provincial-offences/set-fines/set-fines-ii/
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/900945


The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

Tuesday, June 2, 2026

Resolution # RC26116 Meeting Order: 5

Moved y Seconded by:

4

WHEFkgAS while these changes have improved oppoi1unities for inclusion and
independence, the current system of supports is often delivered across multiple programs
and providers and may not fully address the long-term need for integrated living
environments that combine housing, supports, and meaningful daily participation; and

WHEREAS there is an increasing need for innovative, sustainable, and inclusive models
of care that support independence, dignity, and community integration for adults with
developmental disabilities; and

WHEREAS opportunities may exist to explore models that provide safe and supportive
living environments for adults with developmental disabilities while also offering
structured, voluntary, and supported participation in day-to-day activities that foster a
sense of purpose, skill development, and social connection; and

WHEREAS such models, if thoughtfully designed, could complement existing care
environments and contribute positively to the overall well-being of both participants and
residents; and

WHEREASthe Regional MunicipalityofYork is responsiblefora rangeof human services
including housing, community services, and the operation of long-term care homes, and
is therefore well-positioned to explore integrated and interdisciplinary approaches to care;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of The Corporation of the
Municipality of Wawa supports the resolution passed by the City of Richmond Hill
requesting that the Regional Municipality of York consider exploring innovative models of
housing and support for adults with developmental disabilities, including the potential for
an “Integrated Living and Participation Model”; and

Page 2...
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

THAT Council supports consideration of opportunities for co-location or partnership with
existing regional services, including long-term care and community housing, where
appropriate; and

THAT Council supports a model that emphasizes voluntary, supported, and meaningful
participation in activities that enhance quality of life, social inclusion, and community
engagement, without displacing existing workforce roles; and

THAT Council supports engagement with relevant stakeholders, including developmental
service organizations, families, and advocacy groups, in considering such approaches;
and

THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the City of Richmond Hill, the Regional
Municipality of York, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, local MPPs, and Ontario
municipalities for information.

/
• RESCWHON RESULT RECOW)ED VOTE
[3/ CARRIED - - - MAYOR AND COUNCIL YES NO

El DEFEATED Mitch Hatfield

El TABLED Cathy Cannon

[1 RECORDED VOTE (SEE RIGHT) Melanie Pilon

El PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARED Jim Iloffmann

El WITUDRMVN Joseph Opato

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the general nature thereof.

[3 Disclosed the pecuniary interest and general name thereof and abstained from the discussion, vote and influence.

clerk:

MAYOR - MELANIE PJLON

‘khawa1aa?y2
This document is available in alternate formats.
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

Tuesday, June 2, 2026

WHEREAS the Association of Ontario Road Supervisors has raised serious concerns
regarding the increasing incidents of harassment, threats, intimidation, and physical
interference directed toward municipal public works employees and winter maintenance
operators across Ontario; and

WHEREAS municipal public works staff and contractors perform essential services that
are critical to maintaining safe roads, sidewalks, bridges, and municipal infrastructure,
particularly during significant weather events and emergency situations; and

WHEREAS incidents involving threats of violence, obstruction of snowplows and
equipment, and dangerous confrontations with municipal workers create unacceptable
risks to employee safety, public safety, and municipal service delivery; and

WHEREAS the Association of Ontario Road Supervisors has requested that the Province
of Ontario strengthen legislative protections for municipal workers by amending the
Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act, establishing enhanced public safety
interference provisions, and considering safe following distance requirements for
snowplows similar to Manitoba’s Bill 38;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of Wawa
hereby supports the requests and recommendations submitted by the Association of
Ontario Road Supervisors to the Province of Ontario regarding enhanced protections for
municipal public works employees, winter maintenance operators, and contractors; and
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RESOLUTION

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Council calls upon the Province of Ontario to
review and implement legislative and regulatory changes that improve worker safety,
deter interference with municipal operations, and recognize municipal public works
employees as essential service providers during significant weather events and
emergencies; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier
of Ontario, the Ministerof Transportation, the Minister of Labour, Immigration, Training and
Skills Development, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario, the Association of Ontario Road Supervisors, and Ontario
municipalities for information and support.

I

UTIOF_ .T ‘1DED”
I [J/ CARRIED MAYOR AND COUNCIL YES NO

C DEFEATED Mitch Hatfield
C TABLED Cathy Cannon
C RECORDED VOTE (SEE RIGHT) Melanie Pion
El PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARED Jim Hoffrnann
C WITHDRAWN Joseph Opato

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the general nature thereof.

C Disclosed the pecuniary interest and general name thereof and abstained from the discussion, vote and
influence.

Clerk:_________________________________________

MAYOR - MELANIE EltON • CLERK- MAURY ONEILL:

/7/)

This document is available in alternate formats.
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF PARRY SOUND
RESOLUTION IN COUNCIL 

DIVISION LIST

Councillor G. ASHFORD 
Councillor J. BELESKEY 
Councillor P. BORNEMAN

NO. 2026 - -0 "7 2-

YES NO DATE: June

Councillor B. KEITH 
Councillor D. McCANN 
Councillor C. McDONALD
Mayor J. McGARVEY

CARRIED: / DEFEATED:-===- Postponed to:--------

That the Council of the Corporation of Town of Parry Sound supports the request by the 

Durham District School Board regarding school board governance with the following 

requests: 

1. That the Province of Ontario to undertake a comprehensive, province-wide

consultation process prior to making any decisions regarding changes to school

_board governance, including the potential elimination of trustees; 

2. That the Province of Ontario ensures that any future governance model maintains

strong local representation and reflects the diverse needs of communities across 

the province, including Northern and rural municipalities; and

THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of 

Education, the Ontario Ombudsman, the Durham District School Board, The Near North 

District School Board, the Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board, the Conseil 

scolaire public du Nord-Est de !'Ontario, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 

(AMO), local Members of Provincial Parliament, and all Ontario municipalities for their 

consideration and support. 

M
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

Tuesday, May 19, 2026

Resolution # RC26104 Meeting Order: 4
Moved by: Seconded by:

J
WHEREAS the Board of Trustees of the Durham District School Board has requested
that a province-wide consultation process be undertaken prior to any governance
changes or decisions that would result in the elimination of school board trustees; and

WHEREAS the potential elimination of elected school board trustees represents a
significant and fundamental shift in Ontario’s education governance structure; and

WHEREAS school board trustees serve as a longstanding and essential democratic link
between local communities and the public education system, ensuring that community
voices are reflected in decision-making processes; and

WHEREAS changes of this magnitude should not proceed without evidence-based
research, transparency, and meaningful public engagement to fully understand potential
impacts; and

WHEREAS the Municipality of Wawa recognizes the importance of local representation
in addressing the diverse and unique needs of communities, including rural, remote, and
Northern municipalities; and
WHEREAS the removal of school board trustees may result in unintended consequences
that could negatively impact community representation, accountability, and
responsiveness within the education system; and

WHEREAS transparency regarding the rationale, objectives, and anticipated outcomes
of any proposed governance changes is essential to maintaining public trust and ensuring
informed dialogue;

Page 2...
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

RESOLUTION

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the
Municipality of Wawa supports the request of the Durham District School Board for the
Province of Ontario to undertake a comprehensive, province-wide consultation process
prior to making any decisions regarding changes to school board governance, including
the potential elimination of trustees;

AND FURTHER THAT the Council of the Corporation of Municipality of Wawa
the call for an independent review by the Ombudsman’s Office regarding the
impacts of removing school board trustees, particularly with respect to
openness, transparency, and accountability;

AND FURTHER THAT the Council of the Corporation of Municipality of Wawa urges the
Province of Ontario to ensure that any future governance model maintains strong local
representation and reflects the diverse needs of communities across the province,
including Northern and rural municipalities;

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario,
the Minister of Education, the Ontario Ombudsman, the Durham District School Board,
the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), local Members of Provincial
Parliament, and all Ontario municipalities for their consideration and support.

RI $CLU ON RESULT Si; RECOgDED VOTE
[1 CARRIED MAYOR AND COUNCIL YES NO
LI DEFEATED Mitch Hatfield
El TABLED Cathy Cannon
L RECORDED VOTE (SEE RIGHT) Melanie Pilon
El PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARED Jim Hoffmann
C WITHDRAWN Joseph Opato

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the general nature thereof.

Disclosed the pecuniary interest and general name thereof and abstained from the discussion, vote and influence.

Clerk:_________________________________________

[DEPUTYMAYOR - WTCHRAtFWtO :(1D(_ MAfl{Y O’NEILL4//4La

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

supports
potential
fairness,

This docu&nt is available in alternate formats.
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

Tuesday, June 16, 2026

_Resolution # RC26130 Meeting Order: 4 I

Moved by: Seconded by:

WHEREAS theTovince of Ontario is considering potential changes to school board
governance structures, including the possible elimination of elected school board
trustees;

AND WHEREAS elected trustees play an important role in representing local
communities, providing accountability, and ensuring that the unique needs and priorities
of students, families, and residents are reflected in educational decision-making;

AND WHEREAS municipalities in Northern Ontario and rural regions face distinct
challenges related to geography, transportation, population distribution, and access to
educational services that require strong local representation within the education system;

AND WHEREAS any significant changes to school board governance should be informed
by meaningful consultation with affected stakeholders, including municipalities, school
boards, parents, educators, and community members across Ontario;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the
Municipality of Wawa supports the request of the Durham District School Board regarding
school board governance and calls upon the Province of Ontario to undertake a
comprehensive, province-wide consultation process prior to making any decisions
regarding changes to school board governance, including the potential elimination of
elected trustees;

AND FURTHER THAT the Province of Ontario ensure that any future governance model
maintains strong local representation and reflects the diverse needs of communities
across the province, including Northern and rural municipalities;

Page 2...

Page 90 of 123

Council Correspondence June 19, 2026



The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario,
the Minister of Education, the Ontario Ombudsman, the Durham District School Board,
the Near North District School Board, the Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board,
the Conseil scolaire public du Nord-Est de Ontario, the Association of Municipalities of
Ontario (AMO), the local Member of Provincial Parliament, and all Ontario municipalities
for their consideration and support.

rorlutIoN gEsuLT:; RECORDED VOTE
Q-’CARRJED -_________ £IAYORANDCOUNCIL YES NO
H DEFEATED Mitch Hatfield -_______

H TABLED Cathy Cannon
H RECORDED VOTE (SEE RIGHT) Melanie Pion

I fl PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARED Jim Hoffmann
LI WITHDRAWN Joseph Opato

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the general nature thereof.

H Disclosed the pecuniary interest and general name thereof and abstained from the discussion, vote and influence.

Clerk:

a

i

______

This document is available in alternate formats.
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1 | P a g e   

Township of Southgate   Phone: 519-923-2110 
Administration Office Toll Free: 1-888-560-6607 
185667 Grey County Road 9, RR 1    Fax: 519-923-9262 
Dundalk, ON N0C 1B0  Web: www.southgate.ca 
 

June 4, 2026  
  
 
Re: Support for the Municipality of Wawa – Opposing Proposed Changes to 
the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
 
Please be advised that at the June 3, 2026, regular Council meeting, the Council of the 
Corporation of the Township of Southgate approved the following:  

No. 2026-226 
Moved By Deputy Mayor Dobreen 
Seconded By Councillor Shipston 
 

Be it resolved that the Township of Southgate receive correspondence from the 
Municipality of Wawa and the Township of Stone Mills re: Proposed Changes to the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA); and 
 
That Southgate Council oppose the proposed changes to FIPPA; and  
1. call on the Province to ensure records related to government business remain 
accessible to the public; and  
2. urge the Province to consult with the Information and Privacy Commissioner of 
Ontario and the public before proceeding; and  
 
Further, that this resolution and supporting documentation be circulated to Premier 
Doug Ford, the appropriate Minister, all MPPs and Ontario municipalities. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact our office at (519) 923-2110.  

 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Lindsey Green, Clerk 
Township of Southgate 
 
Encl: Municipality of Wawa – Opposing Proposed Changes to the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act  
 
CC: 
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
All MPP’s 
All Ontario Municipalities 
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

Tuesday, May 19, 2026

Resolution # RC26106 Meeting Order: 6
Moved by: Seconded by:

62’)” I

WHEREAS the Township of Stone Mills passed Resolution No. 30-706-2026 opposing
proposed changes to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA)
that would exclude records of the Premier, Cabinet Ministers, and their staff from public
access requests;

AND WHEREAS the Township of Stone Mills has expressed concerns that the proposed
amendments may reduce transparency and accountability in government;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of The Corporation of the
Municipality of Wawa hereby supports Resolution No. 30-706-2026 passed by the
Township of Stone Mills regarding the proposed changes to the Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA);

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Township of Stone
Mills, Premier Doug Ford, the appropriate Provincial Ministers, local Members of Provincial
Parliament, and Ontario municipalities.

RESOLUTION RESUL
D CARRIED MAYOR AND COUNCIL YES NO

U DEFEATED Mitch Hatfield
U TABLED Cathy Cannon

RECORDED VOTE (SEE RIGHT) Melanie Pilon

U PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARED Jim Hoffmann
WITHDRAWN Joseph Opato

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the general nature thereof.

U Disclosed the pecuniary interest and general name thereof and abstained from the discussion, vote and
influence.

Clerk:

*• IEWL

7%htidL
This doqAent is available in alternate formats.
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{genda Number:

Resolution Number

Title:

Date

The Corporation of the Municipalityof St. Gharles
RESOLUTION PAGE

Regular Meeting of Council

4.4.3.

2026-074

Correspondence
No 75-03-2026

April 15,2026

- Northeastern Manitoulin & The lslands - Resolution

Moved by:

Seconded by:

Councillor Laframboise

Councillor Lachance

BE lT RESOLVED THAT Council for the Corporation of the Municipality of St.-Charles hereby supports
Resolution Number 75-03-2026 passed by Northeastem Manitoulin & The lslands regarding chip and
tar surfiace treatment;
AND BE lT'FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Minister of
Environment; our local Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP), the Association of Municipalities of
Ontario (AMO); the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM); Ontario Good Roads
Association; and all Ontario Municipalities.

CARRIED

YO
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Box 608, Little Current, P0P 1K0 
705-368-3500 

 
 
 
 
 
Please see below a Resolution passed by the Council of Northeastern Maniotulin and the Islands. 
 
If your Council supports this motion please share with the appropriate Ministries and Organizations. 
 
Thank You  
 
 
Resolution No. 75-03-2026 
Moved by: B. Wood 
Seconded by: P. Aelick 

Whereas the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands, like many municipalities, utilizes 

chip-and-tar surface treatment on a significant portion of its road network; and 

Whereas the Town has observed a substantial decrease in the length of time these treated roads 

remain in acceptable condition; and 

Whereas the quality and durability of the oil used in the surface treatment appears to be a 

contributing factor; and 

Whereas the Ministry of the Environment amended its regulations several years ago, permitting only 

lighter-grade oils for environmental considerations; and 

Whereas the reduced durability of the lighter-grade product has resulted in more frequent 

resurfacing cycles and has consequently led to increasing maintenance costs; 

Now therefore be it resolved that the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands 

respectfully requests that the Ministry of the Environment reconsider its decision regarding the 

lighter grade of oil, taking into account the increased number of applications required, as well as the 

associated additional time, energy, and financial burden placed on municipalities or develops a 

better alternative oil. 

And Further that this motion be forwarded to the Ministry of Environment, AMO, Good Roads, 

FONOM, MPP Bill Rosenburg, and all other municipalities.  

Carried 
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CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON 

322 Main Street South   P.O. Box 759    
Exeter Ontario    

 N0M 1S6 
Phone: 519-235-0310   Fax: 519-235-3304   

 Toll Free:  1-877-204-0747 
www.southhuron.ca 

 
 
June 9, 2026  
 
Via email: doug.fordco@pc.ola.org 
 
Premier’s Office  
Room 281 
Main Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A5 
 
Dear Hon. Doug Ford   
 
Re: Heritage Helping Housing Building Grant 
 
Please be advised that South Huron Council passed the following resolution at 
their June 1, 2026, Regular Council Meeting: 
 
257-2026 
Moved By: Aaron Neeb 
Seconded by: Marissa Vaughan 
 
That South Huron Council supports the May 21, 2026 correspondence of 
the City of Kitchener regarding the Heritage Helping Housing Building 
Grant; and  
 
That this supporting resolution and the originating correspondence be 
circulated to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, the Minister of Finance, the Minister of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism, the Ontario Heritage Trust, AMO and all Ontario 
municipalities. 
 
Result: Carried 
 
Please find attached the originating correspondence for your reference. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Kendra Webster, Legislative & Licensing Coordinator 
Municipality of South Huron 
kwebster@southhuron.ca 
519-235-0310 x. 232 
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Encl. 

• cc:  Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Hon. Rob Flack, 
rob.flack@pc.ola.org; Minister of Finance, Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy, 
peter.bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org, Minister of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism, Hon. Graham McGregor, graham.mcgregor@pc.ola.org, 
Ontario Heritage Trust, john.ecker@heritagetrust.on.ca; AMO, 
resolutions@amo.on.ca;  and all municipalities in Ontario.   
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AMANDA FUSCO 

Director of Legislated Services & City Clerk 
Corporate Services Department 

Kitchener City Hall, 2nd Floor 
200 King Street West, P.O. Box 1118 

Kitchener, ON  N2G 4G7 
Phone: 519.904.1402 Fax: 519.741.2705 

amanda.fusco@kitchener.ca 
  TTY: 519-741-2385 

 

SENT VIA EMAIL 
 
May 21, 2026 
 
Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto ON  M7A 1A1 
 
 
Dear Premier Ford: 
 
This is to advise that City Council, at a meeting held on April 13, 2026, passed the 
following resolution regarding the Heritage Helping Housing Building Grant: 

"That the City of Kitchener call on the Province of Ontario to implement a 
new housing-focused Heritage Helping Housing Building Grant of $10 
million per year to encourage the creation of additional housing units within 
heritage buildings; and further, 

That staff be directed to forward a copy of this resolution to the Honourable 
Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, The Honourable Rob Flack, the Minister of Finance, the 
Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, the Minister of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism, the Honourable Graham McGregor and John Ecker, Chair, 
Ontario Heritage Trust, AMO, all Ontario MPPs and to all municipalities 
across the province." 

 

Yours truly, 
 

 
A. Fusco 
Director of Legislated Services & City Clerk  

 
 
 

Page 105 of 123

Council Correspondence June 19, 2026

mailto:amanda.fusco@kitchener.ca


-2- 
 

Cc:  Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance 
Hon. Graham McGregor, Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 
John Ecker, Chair, Ontario Heritage Trust, AMO 
Ontario MPP’s 
Ontario municipalities 
Sloane Sweazey, Senior Policy Advisor, City of Kitchener 
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June 5, 2026 

Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario  
Via Email  
 
Re: Modernizing Ontario’s Invasive Plants Rules to Protect Taxpayers, Municipal Lands, 
Agriculture, Natural Heritage and Local Gardens 
 
Please be advised that Council of the Town of Halton Hills at its meeting of Monday June 1, 
2026, adopted Resolution No. 2026-0107 regarding Modernizing Ontario’s Invasive Plants 
Rules to Protect Taxpayers, Municipal Lands, Agriculture, Natural Heritage and Local Gardens. 

  

Attached for your information is a copy of Resolution No. 2026-0107. 

Respectfully, 

 

Melissa Lawr, AMP, Dipl.M.A. 
Deputy Clerk – Legislation  
 
cc. Ontario Minister of Natural Resources 

Ontario Minister of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness 
Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Ontario Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
Federal Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
Federal Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food  
Halton area MPs and MPPs 
Region of Halton 
HRFA 
OFA 
Conservation Halton 
Credit Valley Conservation 
Grand River Conservation Authority 
AMO 
ROMA 
FCM 
Ontario Invasive Plant Council 
Landscape Ontario 
Canadian Nursery Landscape Association 
All Ontario municipalities 
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Date: 

56 ONTARIO STREET 

PO BOX 533 

BURK'S FALLS, ON 

POAlCO 

May 26,2026 

DISTRICT OF PARRY SOUND 

(705) 382-3332 

(705) 382-2954 

Fax: (705) 382-2068 

Email: admin@armourtownship.ca 

Website: www.armourtownship.ca 

Motion # 2026-158 

WHEREAS Highways 11 and 17 are critical transportation corridors connecting Northern Ontario 
communities and supporting national trade, tourism, emergency response, and economic 
development; and 

WHEREAS Northern Ontario residents, travellers, commercial drivers, and emergency services rely on 
safe and accessible year-round highway infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS many stretches of Highways 11 and 17 lack sufficient rest areas, washroom facilities, truck 
parking, warming centres, fuel access, and safe pull-off locations, particularly in remote areas of 
Northern Ontario; and 

WHEREAS inadequate rest stop infrastructure contributes to driver fatigue, safety concerns, limited 
accessibility, and challenges for tourism and commercial transportation; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of Armour calls upon the 
Government of Ontario and the Government of Canada to prioritize the development of new and 
upgraded highway rest stops and traveller infrastructure along Highways 11 and 17 across Northern 
Ontario; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT such infrastructure include year-round washrooms, safe parking 
areas, commercial truck parking, warming shelters, electric vehicle charging stations, fuel access, 
tourism information, and improved emergency communication services where feasible; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Province of Ontario work collaboratively with Northern 
municipalities, FONOM, NOMA, Indigenous communities, and industry stakeholders to identify priority 
locations for investment; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this resolution be circulated to FONOM, NOMA, AMO, local MPPs 
and MPs, the Premier of Ontario, and Ontario municipalities. 

Moved by: Blakelock, Rod 
Brandt, Jerry 
Haggart-Davis, 
Dorothy 
Ward, Rod 
Whitwell, Wendy 

~Seconded by: 
0 
0 

0 
0 

Blakelock, Rod 
Brandt, Jerry 
Haggart-Davis, 
Dorothy 
Ward, Rod 
Whitwell, Wendy 

0 
0 

~eared ------~~~~--------------------------­
Declaration of Pecuniary Interest by: 

Recorded vote requested by: 
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Date: 

Recorded Vote: 
Blakelock, Rod 

56 ONTARIO STREET 

PO BOX 533 

BURK'S FALLS, ON 

POA lCO 

May 26,2026 

Brandt, Jerry 
Haggart-Davis, Dorothy 
Ward, Rod 
Whitwell, Wendy 

DISTRICT OF PARRY SOUND 

For 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

Opposed 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

(705) 382-3332 

(705) 382-2954 

Fax: (705) 382-2068 

Email : admin@armourtownship.ca 

Website: www.armourtownship.ca 
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The Corporation of the Town of Plympton-Wyoming 

546 Niagara St., P.O Box 250, Wyoming ON, N0N 1T0   |   Phone: (519) 845-3939   |   www.plympton-wyoming.com 

 

 

 

June 15, 2026 

Hon. Robert J. Flack 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
777 Bay Street, 17th Floor 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 

Dear Minister Flack, 

Re: Canada‑Ontario Development Charge Reduction Program (DCRP) 

On behalf of Council for the Town of Plympton‑Wyoming, I am writing to acknowledge the Province of 

Ontario’s Canada‑Ontario Development Charge Reduction Program (DCRP) and its intent to support 

housing development and critical infrastructure investment across municipalities. 

Council appreciates the Province’s efforts to address housing supply challenges by incentivizing 

development and providing access to infrastructure funding. The objectives of increasing housing 

availability and supporting growth‑related infrastructure are important priorities that align with the 

Town’s long‑term planning goals. 

However, Council wishes to express concern that the current structure of the DCRP presents 

significant challenges for small, rural, and northern municipalities such as the Town of 

Plympton‑Wyoming. Municipalities are required to commit to substantial development charge 

reductions while also preparing competitive applications for large, shovel‑ready projects within a 

limited timeframe. 

The program’s compressed application intake period provides limited opportunity for municipalities 

with constrained staffing and financial capacity to properly evaluate participation, identify eligible 

projects, and assemble a competitive submission. 

Additionally, the requirement to prioritize large‑scale infrastructure projects that clearly enable 

housing development, coupled with the expectation of upfront municipal financial contributions, 

places smaller municipalities at a disadvantage. Many rural communities do not have the same 

breadth of shovel‑ready growth‑enabling projects readily available, nor the internal resources required 

to mobilize applications within such tight timelines. 

Council is concerned that, without adjustments, the current program design may limit participation 

from smaller municipalities and result in an inequitable distribution of funding, favouring larger urban 

centres with greater administrative capacity and project readiness. 
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The Corporation of the Town of Plympton-Wyoming 

546 Niagara St., P.O Box 250, Wyoming ON, N0N 1T0   |   Phone: (519) 845-3939   |   www.plympton-wyoming.com 

 

 

 

In light of these concerns, Council respectfully requests that the Province of Ontario consider 

establishing a dedicated program stream for small, rural, and northern municipalities. Such a stream 

should include: 

• More flexible and extended application timelines; 

• Scaled project requirements that reflect community size and capacity; and 

• Adjusted eligibility criteria that recognize the unique infrastructure funding models and operational 

realities of rural municipalities. 

These modifications would help ensure that all municipalities, regardless of size, have a fair 

opportunity to participate in the program and contribute to the Province’s shared objective of 

increasing housing supply. 

The Town of Plympton‑Wyoming remains committed to working collaboratively with the Province to 

support sustainable growth and infrastructure investment in our community. 

A copy of this correspondence has been shared with our local Members of Provincial Parliament and 

Federal Parliament, as well as neighbouring municipalities, to encourage broader support for these 

requested program enhancements. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Adam Sobanski 

Chief Administrative Officer 

Town of Plympton‑Wyoming 
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426 Brant Street  P.O Box 5013  Burlington  Ontario  L7R 3Z6  www.burlington.ca 

905 -335-76 00 ext.  7490 

Mike.derond@burlington.ca

June 16, 2026 

SUBJECT:  Information on the new Development Charge Reduction Program (FIN-06-26) 

Please be advised that at its Special Council meeting held Monday, June 15, 2026, the 
Council of the City of Burlington approved the following resolution: 

Whereas on March 30, 2026, the federal and provincial government signed the 
Canada-Ontario Partnership to Build agreement to support the shared goals of 
building more homes faster, making housing more affordable and accelerating 
key infrastructure projects to protect jobs and help communities grow, and the 
agreement included $8.8 billion in federal and provincial funding over 10 years 
to support housing-enabling infrastructure investments for municipalities; and 

Whereas on June 1, 2026, the Province released information on the 
Development Charge Reduction Program, including details on the application 
process, eligibility and assessment criteria and funding requirements; and 

Whereas municipalities had limited opportunity to provide input on the program 
design prior to its release, despite the commitment of up to $8.8 billion for 
housing enabling infrastructure representing a significant investment in 
municipal infrastructure and housing priorities; and 

Whereas eligible projects must primarily enable the construction of new 
housing units, accelerate the delivery and implementation of shovel-ready 
infrastructure projects in the municipality’s DC background study and capital 
plan, begin construction by July 31, 2030, and be complete by October 31, 
2035; and 

Whereas applications will also be assessed based on the percentage of 
committed DC rate  reduction, the number of housing units projected to be built 
as a result of the proposed DC relief, and the municipality’s financial 
contribution, with at least 10 per cent of eligible project costs to be funded by 
the municipality; and 

Whereas the City supports the objectives of the Canada-Ontario Partnership to 
Build and recognizes the importance of senior government investment in 
housing-enabling infrastructure; and 
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426 Brant Street  P.O Box 5013  Burlington  Ontario  L7R 3Z6  www.burlington.ca 

Whereas the City has already taken significant Council-approved actions to 
reduce its DC rates, which are among the lowest in Halton Region and low 
compared to other GTHA municipalities, and has also used other municipal and 
planning tools, including the City of Burlington Housing Community 
Improvement Plan, to support housing supply, affordability and complete 
communities; and 
 
Whereas the current DCRP design, including the requirement for an across-
the-board 30 per cent to 50 per cent residential DC reduction, the minimum 
municipal contribution requirement, the March 30, 2026 measurement date and 
the absence of a mechanism to cap municipal exposure, presents significant 
municipal financial exposure; and 
 
Whereas in addition to the risk that the program could result in a subsidy from 
City taxes, there does not appear to be consideration given to early and 
creative actions already enacted by municipalities to support the creation of 
new housing while also meeting specific housing targets and goals to deliver 
complete communities; and 
 
Whereas a number of Council-approved actions have been implemented that 
support the creation of housing and do not impact the tax base, including: 
 

• Staff-driven initiative to reduce the proposed DC rates to mitigate the 
proposed increase in the DC Background Study that has been in effect 
since June 2024, resulting in residential DC rates being reduced by 28 
per cent and non-residential DC rates being reduced by 32 per cent; 
 

• Development of the City’s first Affordable Rental Housing Community 
Improvement Plan, including 10 programs in 2025; 
 

• Amendments to the Affordable Rental Housing Community Improvement 
Plan in May 2026 to broaden the scope of the CIP and develop a suite of 
new temporary programs in the now named City of Burlington Housing 
Community Improvement Plan, approved in May 2026 and currently 
within the appeal period, including DC grant programs to incentivize 
purpose-built rental units and ownership units with criteria related to built 
form, bedroom numbers and unit size, including within midrise and tall 
buildings, as well as other temporary programs including a Missing 
Middle Municipal Fee Waiver, Tax Increment Equivalent Grants and 
Accessible Design Grant; 
 

• Modernized Official Plan policies and associated Residential Zoning By-
law to support the creation of new residential units; 
 

• Completion of all Housing Accelerator Fund Action Plan items; and 
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Whereas in considering the DCRP, staff also note that Council recently 
reviewed options to support housing through development-related financial 
incentives, and through that work, broad DC reductions were identified as 
presenting financial and implementation risks, including reduced flexibility in 
future DC by-law updates, limitations in targeting specific housing policy 
objectives and pressure on tax-supported funding sources; and 
 
Whereas Council ultimately approved amendments to the City’s housing-
related Community Improvement Plan as a more targeted, temporary and 
controlled approach to supporting housing while protecting existing taxpayers; 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that staff submit a list of projects and apply to the 
Development Charge Reduction Program on the basis that, through the 
application, the City requests to receive credit for: 
 
1. The significant development charge reductions for new residential units, 
 being 28 per cent, already made and in effect; and 
 
2. The development charge exemptions available for a broad range of 
 housing through the amended Community Improvement Plan; and 
 
3.  The City’s 10 per cent portion being eliminated or funded from non-tax-
 supported sources, including Housing Accelerator Fund funding and 
 development charges; 
 
Therefore, be it further resolved that the CAO provide an accompanying letter 
to the City of Burlington’s application under the DCRP detailing these 
considerations and requesting that the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing and Housing, Infrastructure and Communities Canada evaluate 
program applications with fair consideration for previous municipal actions to 
reduce DCs and provide flexibility in working with municipalities to ensure 
successful program implementation; 
 
Therefore, be it further resolved that a copy of this motion be shared with the 
Premier, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Minister of Finance, 
Halton Regional Council, all Ontario municipalities, the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Mike de Rond 
City Clerk, Director of Legislative Services 
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

Tuesday, June 16, 2026

Resolution # RC26131 Meeting Order: 5
( Moved by: z Sçonded by:

WHEREAS growing pressures across Ontario’s healthcare- ystem are increasing patient
volumes in emergency rooms (ERs), requiring more complex care and contributing to
longer patient wait times for residents across the Province of Ontario; and

WHEREAS Health Quality Ontario data from October 2025 reports that patients requiring
admission to hospital waited an average of 19 to 20 hours, while high-urgency patients
waited close to five hours on average to be assessed by a physician; and

WHEREAS the Auditor General of Ontario reported in December 2023 that significant
hospital staffing shortages were reducing access to timely emergency care: and

WHEREAS the Financial Accountability Office of Ontario reported in March 2023 that
emergency room wait times were increasing significantly, with the longest wait times
recorded in more than fifteen years, and that provincial funding was projected to be $21.3
billion short of maintaining current health programs through 2028; and

WHEREAS the Ontario Hospital Association has reported that Ontario has had the lowest
per capita hospital expenditure in Canada since 2018 and that approximately 4,200
Alternate Level of Care (ALC) patients remain in acute care beds, contributing to
emergency room overcrowding and delays; and

WHEREAS emergency room overcrowding and prolonged wait times have been linked to
adverse patient outcomes and place additional strain on Ontario’s healthcare system,
including municipal paramedic services experiencing excessive ambulance offload delays;
and

WHEREAS the Provincial Government has taken important steps to improve healthcare in
Ontario; however, additional funding, staffing resources, and capacity enhancements
remain critical to ensuring timely access to emergency medical care; and

Page 2...
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS concerns regarding emergency room staffing shortages, temporary closures,
and failure to consistently meet national standards such as the Canadian Triage and Acuity
Scale (CTAS) continue to be raised by healthcare professionals, municipalities, and
residents across Ontario; and

WHEREAS the tragic death of sixteen-year-old Finlay van der Werken on February 9,
2024, following an extended wait in an emergency department, has highlighted the urgent
need for enhanced protections and standards for pediatric emergency care;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of Wawa
supports the resolution of the Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus and calls upon the
Ontario Ministry of Health to take immediate action to reduce emergency room wait times
through enhanced triage protocols, increased hospital funding, and additional healthcare
staffing resources to strengthen emergency readiness across Ontario; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of Wawa supports the
introduction of “Finlay’s Law” to ensure that no child in Ontario is left without timely
emergency medical care, including measures to:

1. Establish maximum emergency room wait time standards for patients under the age
of 18;

2. Mandate safe pediatric nurse-to-patient and physician4o-patient staffing ratios in
emergency settings;

3. Establish independent oversight to audit hospital performance, investigate pediatric
emergency room deaths, and enforce compliance with provincial standards;

4. Require timely and independent inquiries by the Chief Coroner of Ontario into
pediatric deaths occurring in emergency room waiting areas; and

5. Provide funding for enhanced pediatric emergency readiness, including staffing,
training, equipment, and infrastructure improvements;
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

Clerk:

MAUi{Y O’NEILL:

jeIn

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of Wawa calls

upon the Federal Minister of Health to utilize the Canada Health Transfer framework to
ensure compliance with the principles of the Canada Health Act by monitoring adherence
to national emergency care standards, including the Canadian Triage and Acuity Scale

(CTAS), and supporting the establishment and implementation of national sepsis care
standards; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT copies of this resolution be forwarded to The
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Ontario Minister
of Health, The Honourable Marjorie Michel, Federal Minister of Health, The Ontario
Medical Association (OMA), The Ontario Hospital Association (OHA), The Association of
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), The Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus (WOWC); and
the Algoma District Municipal Association (ADMA).

RflOLUTION RESULT RECORDED VOTE:
‘ CARRIED MAYOR AND COUNCIL YES NO

DEFEATED Mitch Hatfield

______

TABLED Cathy Cannon

______

El RECORI)ED VOTE (SEE RIGHT) Melanie Pilon

_____

El PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARED Jim Hoffmann

_____

El WITHDRAWN Joseph Opato

______

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the general nature thereof.

El Disclosed the pecuniary interest and general name thereof and abstained from the discussion, vote and
influence.

This document is available in alternate formats.
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