
 
 
 
 

The Corporation of the City of Sault Ste. Marie
Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee

Agenda
 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Video Conference

Meetings may be viewed live on the City’s Youtube channel
https://www.youtube.com/user/SaultSteMarieOntario

Pages

1. Land Acknowlegement

I acknowledge, with respect, that we are in Robinson-Huron Treaty territory,
that  the  land  on  which  we are  gathered  is  the  traditional  territory  of  the
Anishinaabe and known as Bawating. Bawating is the home of Garden River
First Nation, Batchewana First Nation, the Historic Sault  Ste. Marie Metis
Council.

2. Adoption of Minutes 3 - 5

Mover ________________
Seconder ________________
Resolved that Minutes of Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee meeting
of February 6, 2024 be approved.

3. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest

4. Adoption of Agenda

Mover ________________
Seconder ________________
Resolved that the Agenda for Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee
meeting for March 5, 2024 as presented be approved.

5. Business Arising

5.1 Outdoor RInk Resolution 6 - 10



5.2 Park Development Updates

6. Sub-committee / Task Force Updates

6.1 S.T.A.C.

7. New Business

7.1 Financial Assistance Request 11 - 14

Mover ________________
Seconder ________________
Resolved that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee endorse the
application by swimmer Brie Reid to receive assistance to attend the 2024
Speedo Western Canadian Championships from March 21-24, 2024 in the
amount of $200.

8. Correspondence

8.1 Sault Cycling Club Newsletter

Annual General Meeting March 23rd 4-5pm at the Water Tower Inn.  Free for
2024 members to join.

Dinner Awards and Good Times March 23rd at 6pm in the Grand Ballroom at
the Water Tower Inn.  Tickets are $49/person.

Beaver Freeze Marathon Hiawatha Highlands March 9th.

OCup Mountain Bike #4 Hiawatha Highlands June 15 & 16

For more information visit saultcyclingclub.ca

9. Next Meeting

April 2, 2024

10. Adjournment

Mover ________________
Seconder ________________
Resolved that this Committee now adjourn.
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The Corporation of the City of Sault Ste. Marie 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 

Minutes 

 

Tuesday, February 6, 2024 

4:30 pm 

Video Conference 

Meetings may be viewed live on the City’s Youtube channel 

https://www.youtube.com/user/SaultSteMarieOntario 

 

Present: D. Greenwood, J. Flood, M. Kontulainen, T. McClelland, P. 

McDonald, Brenna Tomas, Graham Young 

Absent: C. Alfano, M. Scott 

Officials: J. Pihelgas, B. Lamming, V. McLeod 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. Adoption of Minutes 

Moved by: T.  McClelland 

Seconded by: P. McDonald 

Resolved that Minutes of Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee meeting of December 5, 

2023 be approved. 

Carried 

4. Adoption of Agenda 

Moved by: T.  McClelland 

Seconded by: Brenna Tomas 

Resolved that the Agenda for Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee meeting for February 

6, 2024 as presented be approved. 

Carried 
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5. Business Arising 

5.1 Election of Officers for 2024 

Moved by: D. Greenwood 

Seconded by: J. Flood 

Resolved that nominations be open for the position of Chair of the Parks and Recreation 

Advisory Committee for 2024.” 

Carried 

Moved by: Graham Young 

Seconded by: T.  McClelland 

Resolved that Deane Greenwood was declared Chairperson of the Parks and Recreation 

Advisory Committee for 2024. 

Carried 

Moved by: P. McDonald 

Seconded by: M. Kontulainen 

Resolved that nominations be open for the position of Vice-Chairperson of Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Committee for 2024. 

Carried 

Moved by: T.  McClelland 

Seconded by: Brenna Tomas 

Resolved that Jennifer Flood was declared Vice-Chairperson for the Parks and Recreation 

Advisory Committee for 2024. 

Carried 

5.2 Park Development Updates 

Pointe Des Chenes - door actuators, partitions and stalls will be installed to make bathrooms 

more accessible.  Pathway to be installed for fall.  Movi mats and a water wheelchair have 

been ordered and a booking reservation system will be implemented.  Shelter will be ready to 

go for summer months. 

West End Splash Pad - will be opened this summer.  Change stalls are being built.  Shelter 

and benches to be installed. 

6. Sub-committee / Task Force Updates 
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6.1 S.T.A.C. 

Executive meeting on Jan 10th.  8-10km of new trail to be built at Hiawatha. A trail to connect 

3rd and 4th Line will be built and a RFP will be sent out o build bridge over the Root River in 

February.  Waterfront design plan open house in January occurred and a meeting at the end of 

February will occur with city staff to continue discussions. 

7. New Business 

7.1 Participaction Grant 

Grant will be applied for to hold a Try a Sport Day in June 2024. 

7.2 Pump Track Event 

Event will be held in June.  PRAC members have been asked to assist in the event.   

7.3 Park and Recreation Master Plan Update 

Notices and open houses have been used to provide feedback.  Currently in a draft format that 

will be circulated to staff and posted to the public for input.  It will then be presented to council 

for approval and used as a guide for the next few years to come. 

$300.000 has been approved this year for park revitalization for 2024.  $50,000 will be used for 

immediate repair.  The remainder will be used for 2-3 parks to revitalize this year.  

7.4 NCC Related Questions 

Walking track around arena is accessible at all times except for during special paid admission 

events.  The walking track is available 85% of the time.  There are challenges with keeping the 

NCC turf open but running has been provided Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings.  The 

turf is booked through large chunks of the days by Korah and senior programs. The track being 

blocked off by user groups is at their discretion for special events. 

8. Correspondence 

9. Next Meeting 

10. Adjournment 

Moved by: T.  McClelland 

Seconded by: P. McDonald 

Resolved that this Committee now adjourn. 

Carried 

_________________________ 

Chair 
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Municipal Outdoor Ice Rinks Background 
 

a) Prior to 1992 City Owned and Operated Rinks 

 Nine (9) outdoor ice rinks with caretakers were provided through grant funding 

 When grants were eliminated, costs had to be cut. 

 Removal of the rink caretakers, and eventually reducing the number of rinks to the 
current four, accomplished the savings. 
 

b) City Owned and Operated Rinks  
(Boarded Hockey Rink & Skating Pad) Since 1992 

Rink       Location 
Merrified      Henrietta Street West 
Esposito      Queen Street West-Central 
Anna McCrea     Mark Street – East 

 
Art Jennings Speed Skating Oval - Elizabeth Street (Oval and pad for skating only) 

 
Hours of operation:  Monday to Friday - 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday - 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

 

 Parks Division 2018 winter operating budget for rink operations total $193,000.  This 
includes snow removal, flooding, structural maintenance and security. 

 
c) Community Operated Rinks History 

 At that time community groups, neighborhood groups and schools were all notified and 
given the opportunity to take over the care of the five rinks being closed.  Eastside 
Neighborhood and Bay View united and formed Northern Neighborhood Facilities Inc.  
Ben R. McMullin operated one year but did not have the volunteer support to continue to 
operate.  

 

 Formal agreements were made with Eastside and Bay View neighborhoods as they 
became self-sufficient, which required them to provide insurance coverage, maintain, 
operate and supervise the rink.  The City would install and remove the rink boards 
annually, advertise their operating hours and direct inquires to their contact persons.  
The City did not provide snow plowing, flooding, nor pay utility or equipment costs. 

 

 Northern Neighborhood Facilities Inc. has officially dissolved and community operated 
outdoor rinks with City partnership have dissolved and no longer operate. 
 

 
d) Outdoor Ice Rinks 2009- Update Council Minutes of December 7, 2009 
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The report of the Commissioner of Community Services was accepted by 
Council. 

 
5. (o) Moved by Councillor O. Grandinetti 
Seconded by Councillor S. Butland 
Resolved that the report of the Commissioner of Community Services dated 
2009 12 07 concerning Outdoor Ice Rinks Committee Update be accepted and 
the recommendation that Council authorize staff entering into partnerships with 
Tarentorus, Grandview and St. Pius X elementary schools in order to provide 
outdoor rinks at these schools and that the City’s partnership level consist of the 
supply of the rink boards; and further that the initial cost of supplying the rink 
boards estimated at $5,000.00 be funded from the 5% Sub-Dividers Reserve 
account, be approved. CARRIED. 

 Councillor L. Turco declared a pecuniary interest – spouse is a trustee on 

 Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board. 
 

e) Additional Considerations - Outdoor Ice Rinks / Trails 

 Community and Board of Education outdoor rinks operating issues evolve dure to a lack 
of volunteers and very unpredictable weather conditions that have deterred the 
establishment and maintenance of outdoor rinks..  

 Prior to community rink closures the few dedicated volunteers did put out a cry for help 
through the media that the rink would close without community support, however no new 
volunteers came forward. 

 There is minimal usage of outdoor ice surfaces by schools.  City rinks that do see usage 
from schools located near the rinks during the day. (ie:  Queen Elizabeth Public School, 
Anna McCrea Public School, Sir James Dunn High School.  The reason being stated for 
decreased usage is that the students are now being required to wear CSA approved 
helmets and not all students have them or will wear them, so fewer are able to 
participate.  Therefore skating for boards of education students as their gym time is 
being used less frequently.   

 Families build their own back yard outdoor rinks, many of which are built at a high 
standard to include rink boards, lights and netting.  These outdoor ice surfaces often 
provide for their children and friends in the neighborhood. 

 The City did provided cross country ski trails at Bellevue Park in the past. Individuals 
have been enjoying Bellevue Park for winter walking, snowshoeing, sliding and cross 
country skiing. 

 The present municipal outdoor ice rink location leaves a large gap in access to those 
living in the northern end of our community. 
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Outdoor Rinks in Nearby Municipalities 

Municipality City Run  
Boarded Rinks 

Community or 
Volunteer Run 
Boarded Rinks 

Leisure Skating Options Notes 

Sault Ste. 
Marie 
Pop. 72,501 

 3 (Esposito, 
Merrifield, Anna 
McCrea) 

 0 

 Private rinks at 
St. Basil’s and 
Machine Shop 

 Downtown Plaza 

 Clergue Park Skating 
Trail 

 Queen E Skating Oval 

All rinks are supervised 

Thunder Bay 
Pop. 108,843 

 13 Supervised 

 12 
Unsupervised 

 6  Prince Arthur Landing 
(supervised) 

 Vickers Park Skating Trail 
(unsupervised) 

 3 unboarded and 
unsupervised rinks 

Most rinks also have a skating 
“pond.” 
Some sites have 2 boarded rinks 
(included in total) 

Sudbury 
Pop. 166,004 

 0  26 in Sudbury 

 54 if including 
Greater 
Sudbury 

 Ramsay Lake Skating 
Path 

 Queens Athletic Skating 
Oval 

Outdoor rinks run by volunteers 
offer limited hours (Tues/Thurs/Fri 
5-9pm, Sat/Sun 12-6pm is typical).  
Funding is supplied by city and 
requires 100’s of volunteers every 
year. 

Timmins 
Pop. 41,145 

 3  0  Hollinger Skateway City run rinks are unsupervised. 2 
of the boarded rinks are in the 
same location. 
Hollinger Skateway is community 
led partnership with the city 
including skate rental and heated 
trailer. 

North Bay 
Pop. 52,662 

 10  0  Lee Park Oval/Trail Boarded rinks are unsupervised.  
No changing rooms or washrooms 
available.  Recruit volunteers to 
assist in rink upkeep. 
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