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What is recycling contamination, and why does it matter?

Improper sorting of recyclables and food residue are the most common examples of
contamination. If unsuitable non-recyclable items contaminate the sorting bins, it
can become hazardous for recycling workers, and destructive for sorting equipment.
Simple steps such as removing bottle caps or lids from your coffee cups can help
prevent contamination. When contamination of recycling becomes too great, the
items are rejected and are sent to the municipal landfill. With proper rinsing and
sorting of recyclables, you can insure these materials stay out of the landfill.




