
Criteria 6 - Sault Ste. Marie Celebrates and Recognizes Our Youth 

Many local organizations, including the City of Sault Ste. Marie, various arts groups, service 

organizations, community development institutions, and local businesses demonstrate a variety of 

means to recognize the achievements of youth.  The traditional category of sport awards is well 

represented; there are also a number of diverse community groups in a variety of other disciplines 

which recognize the wealth of unique gifts of both individuals and groups.  Many local youth also garner 

attention outside the community with provincial/national/international recognitions as well.  Media 

sources have been very generous in the promotion of youth achievements, from those both grand-scale 

and prestigious, to small-scale and community based.   

Along with award programs that have been around for decades, new additions, such as “Passport to 

Unity’s Community Driven Awards” have taken a prominent position on the community stage.  It was 

great to see Jackson Reed, an impressive high school student who has spearheaded a collective arts 

promotion company, Ears and Eyes, to be recognized as an award winner.    

Community members are wonderful at supporting local athletes and the encouragement given during 

this year’s winter Olympics/Paralympics was no exception.  Our community celebrated Brad Jacobs’ gold 

medal curling team with great pride.  The community’s support for 16 year old gold medal paralympian 

skier Mac Marcoux and his brother and guide B.J. escalated to a new level.  Businesses and other 

community organizations made sure to express their support on marquees and billboards.  If you didn’t 

know Mac before the Paralympics, you were certain to know of him afterwards.    

It is not uncommon for the achievements of local youth athletes to be featured on the front page of the 

Sault Star sports section and articles regularly appear within the paper.    Other sources of local media, 

such as Sootoday and LOCAL 2, are always at the forefront for recognizing youth in a wide range of 

capacities, including sport.  The Bon Soo Poetry Contest highlighted in the newsletter of the Arts Council, 

although a smaller scale achievement was still great to see one of the winners of this all-ages award was 

a grade eight youth.  The small is still important!   

The Rotary Club of Sault Ste. Marie not only organizes a fantastic opportunity to showcase young 

peoples’ science-based achievements but also offers substantial monetary awards.  Senior students who 

registered for the 2013-2014 academic year at Algoma University had a chance to win a $500 Algoma 

University scholarship.  There were cash awards and prizes for the top project in each category, as well 



as special awards. The top two projects were able to attend the Canada Wide Science Fair for more 

chances to win cash and scholarships.         

On June 24th, the Sault Ste. Marie Innovation Centre (SSMIC) honoured the outstanding achievements 

in local science and technology at the eighth annual SSMARt Innovation Awards. Over 100 members of 

the community, MP Bryan Hayes and MPP David Orazietti came out to support local business, students, 

graduates and academic researchers by attending the gala dinner and awards ceremony at the Grand 

Gardens Banquet Hall.    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-0_5SUu35U   Watch 8:15-10:13 2013 

SSMARt Innovation Awards. 

Local Awards/Special Recognition 

 Rotary Sports Awards – City wide male high school athletes 
 Associated Canadian Travellers/Tenaris Awards – City wide female high school athletes  
 Annual High School Football Awards 
 Annual Girls and Boys Basketball Awards 
 Young Artists’ Competition – Sault Symphony 
 Soothfest Youth Drama Festival Competition – Sault Ste. Marie Music Festival 
 Art in the Parking Lot – For Young and Emerging Artists 
 Bon Soo Poetry Contest (Open to all – with youth winners) 
 Sault Ste. Marie Walk of Fame – youth recipients  
 Annual Rotary Science Fair 
 SSMARt Innovation Awards -   Sault Ste. Marie Innovation Centre 
 Youth Spirit Award – United Way 
 Community Driven Awards – Passport to Unity 
 Sault Ste. Marie Medal of Merit 

Scholarships 

 John R. Rhodes Scholarship 
 Union Gas Essay Scholarship - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZHH9xj-jBZE#t=29  Emily 

Soares  
 Essar Steel Scholarships 
 United Steelworkers Scholarships 
 Corporation of the City of Sault Ste. Marie Scholarships 

National Awards with Local Youth Representation 

 Concours et Festival d’art oratoire – French Oral Speaking Contest 
 Michelle Jean Foundation - Young Arts Entrepreneur program 
 Ontario Junior Citizen of the Year  
 Various Provincial/National Sports Achievements 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-0_5SUu35U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZHH9xj-jBZE#t=29
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Celebrating Local Athletes 

 

Are we proud of Mac? You can bank on it 

Thursday, April 03, 2014   by: SooToday.com Staff 

NEWS RELEASE 

CIBC 

CIBC is proud to welcome home Canadian 
Paralympian Mac Marcoux, a gold medallist 
in giant slalom, who also captured 
the bronze medals in the downhill and the 
super G, to a community celebration 
on Friday following his performance at the 
recent Sochi 2014 Paralympic Winter 
Games.  

He will be joined by his older brother and 
ski guide Billy Joe Marcoux and their 
mother, Lee Marcoux. 

Please join us at the CIBC branch at the 
Cambrian Mall, 44 Great Northern Road in 
Sault Ste. Marie, to celebrate their return. 

To mark Mac’s performance in Sochi, CIBC 
will present him with a gold-plated coin and 
a personalized sports pennant 
commemorating their participation at the 
Sochi Games. 

Mac, Billy Joe and Lee will be available to 
speak about their experiences at Sochi, their 
involvement with parasport and next steps in 
their athletic careers. 

Who: Mac Marcoux, gold and double-
bronze medallist – visually impaired, para-

alpine skiing, Sochi 2014, Billy Joe 
Marcoux, guide, para-alpine skiing, Lee 
Marcoux, mother of Mac and Billy Joe 
Marcoux, Brenda Telik, CIBC, District 
Branch Manager 

What: CIBC Paralympian Welcome Home 
Celebration 

Where: CIBC Cambrian Mall, 44 Great 
Northern Rd., Sault Ste. Marie, ON 

When: 9:30–11 a.m. on April 4, 2014 

CIBC is a proud banking partner of the 
Canadian Paralympic Team.  

CIBC’s four-year sponsorship of the 
Canadian Paralympic Committee, 
announced in October, broadens CIBC’s 
support of Canada’s up-and-coming amateur 
athletes and reflects the bank’s passion for 
sports as a way of enriching communities 
and inspiring the next generation of youth. 

| Membership | Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | 
About SooToday.com | Contact Us | Feedback 
 
Copyright ©2014 SooToday.com - All rights reserved 
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Celebrating Local Athletes—Walk of Fame 

 
Local News 

Mac and BJ get grounded  

Thursday, July 10, 2014   by: Kenneth Armstrong 

 

BJ and Mac Marcoux have been selected to 
receive a plaque on the Sault Ste. Marie Walk of 
Fame, says the Downtown Association on 
Thursday. 

“That’s crazy, it’s such a good feeling knowing 
all the hard work does pay off,” said BJ 
Marcoux. 

His brother Mac, who won multiple medals in 
Sochi is currently taking part in dry-land 
training in Whistler, BC. 

The Marcoux Bros. will join Team Jacobs on 
the Walk of Fame, who were awarded the 
honour in 2013. 

Newspaper man Lester Pyette will share the 
honour with the brothers for the 2014 honour. 

"That's fantastic, I know when we got that last 
yearit was a big honour," said Brad Jacobs, who 
looks forward to sharing the sidewalk with the 
duo. 

“Those guys are great and it’s such an honour to 
be right beside them," said Marcoux. 

SooToday.com reached BJ by phone in Sault 
Ste. Marie, where he continues to recover from 
the back injury that prevented him from 
medaling with his brother during the Paralympic 
WInter Games. 

The pair won a silver medal together at the 2013 
World Championships. 

“My back recovery has been going quite well," 
said Marcoux, who hopes to join his brother in 
Switzerland in September to continue their 
traininig together. 

“You never think that you’re going to have your 
name on the street where people are going to be 
walking,” he said. 

"To have done something like they did for our 
city, they deserve that. Hats off to them," said 
Jacobs. 

Advertising 
| Membership | Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | About SooToday.com | Contact Us | Feedback 
 
Copyright ©2014 SooToday.com - All rights reserved  
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Celebrating Local Athletes 

www.saultsports.com 
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Celebrating Local Athletes 

 
Local Entertainment 

Wooooo Sara! 

Wednesday, June 25, 2014   by: SooToday.com Staff 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

STUDIO DANCE ARTS 

************************* 
At the age of eighteen, Sara Hinding has danced her way into the Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival in the Berkshire Hills 
of Western Massachusetts. 

A Studio Dance Arts Dancer since doors opened in 2003, Sara has been an exceptional student, advancing her skillset 
in ballet, pointe, jazz, lyrical, contemporary, tap and hip- hop. 

After winning numerous top soloist awards throughout Canada and the United States, Sara has since graduated and 
will be attending Sheridan College to pursue musical theatre; but not until she performs in the Jacob’s Pillow Dance 
Festival. 

According to the New York Times, the Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival is “the dance center of the nation.” 

Studio Dance Arts has awarded Sara with a $1000 scholarship. 

“It’s a thrill for all of us at the school to watch Sara flourish. We saw that special talent within her since she walked 
into the studio. We have laid a good foundation for her and hopefully helped her to be confident in her dreams of 
pursuing a professional career. Her acceptance to Jacob’s Pillow is definitely a step in the right direction as she 
continues her dance journey,” Studio Dance Arts Founder/Executive Director Richard Kim stated. 

Last summer a guest teacher and Broadway Performer, Shannon Lewis, recognized Sara’s potential and recommended 
she audition. 

The highly specialized program accepts only twelve female students and twelve male students out of hundreds of 
applicants from around the world. 

Sara’s audition tape earned her a spot for a month long training session. 

The 220-acre campus includes two theatres, an outdoor stage, five dance studios, exhibition galleries, gardens and a 
wetlands trail. 

Sara will be taught in a class small enough for individual coaching in a rehearsal environment. 
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Celebrating Local Athletes—A.C.T. Awards 

 
Sports 

Percy Bedford Award winner announced   

Thursday, June 12, 2014   by: Brad Coccimiglio 
The 41st Annual Associated Canadian 
Travellers/Tenaris female athletes awards night on 
Wednesday night saw the prestigious Percy 
Bedford Award handed out to Sault Ste. Marie’s top 
female athlete at the high school level handed out. 

A four-sport athlete, Hilary Prouse of Korah took 
home the honour in a nanquet at the Marconi Club 
on Wednesday. 

Prouse competed in volleyball, soccer, badminton 
and track and field this year at Korah and was a 
standout in all four sports. 

Prouse is in the process of completing grade 12 at 
the west end school this month. 

Also nominated for the Percy Bedford award were 
Keirsten Olar of White Pines, Vanessa Rota of St. 
Mary's, Sarah Hammond of St. Basil, Peri 
Brosemer of Superior Heights and Sandryn 
Breckenridge of Notre-Dame-du-Sault. 

Prouse also took home the individual sport awards 
in volleyball and shared the badminton award with 
teammate Danielle Ciotti. 

Other nominees in volleyball were Kaitlin Gibbs (St. 
Mary’s), Sophie Beaulieu (Notre-Dame-du-Sault), 
Chrystal Coneybeare (White Pines) and Jocelyn 
Gignac (Superior Heights). 

The other badminton nominees were Ashley 
Chindamo (St. Basil) and teammates Kiara 
Hamilton and Aleeya Zack Coneybeare (Superior 
Heights). 

Kara Neveau of St. Mary’s earned the cross-
country award. Also nominated were Breckenridge, 
Lydia Heimonen (Superior Heights), Sabrina Marsh 
(Korah), Jenni Richardson (St. Basil) and Morgan 
Errington (White Pines). 

Olar won the basketball award. Other basketball 
nominees included Tianna Palumbo of Korah, 
Monica Bruni of St. Basil, Jesse Bjornaa of 
Superior Heights and Stacie Cain of St. Mary’s. 

Jasmine Teske of White Pines won the wrestling 
award. Also nominated for wrestling were Rebekah 
Trudell of Superior Heights and Paula Brzezinski of 
Korah. 

The curling award went to Katie Rutledge of 
Superior Heights. 

Also nominated in curling were Laura Masters 
(Korah) and Brooke Boissoneau (White Pines). 

For the third straight year, Hammond took the track 
and field honours. 

Also nominated in track and field were Beaulieu, 
Heimonen, Neveau, Chrystal Coneybeare and 
Cameron Mihell (Korah). 

Rota took the soccer award. 

Prouse, Michaela Duguay (White Pines), Maggie 
Kirk (Superior Heights) and Alicia Mlynarczyk (St. 
Basil) were also nominated for the soccer award. 

Two other awards were handed out on Wednesday. 
Errington was the recipient of the Tenaris 
Scholarship, along with a $1,000 bursary. The 
scholarship is awarded to a graduating student that 
was nominated in one of the athletic categories and 
has the highest average in university maths and 
sciences. 

Beaulieu, Taylor Bellini of St. Basil, Amanda Wright 
of St. Mary’s, Cailyn Richards of Superior Heights, 
Cassidy Lowen of White Pines and Emily Groulx of 
Korah each received the Harvey Morrison Award. 
It’s presented to students combining leadership and 
outstanding contributions in female athletics. 

Copyright ©2014 SooToday.com - All rights reserved  
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Local News 

Woo Hoo! Rotary Science Fair winners! (8 photos)  

Monday, April 08, 2013   by: SooToday.com Staff 

NEWS RELEASE 

SAULT STE. MARIE  ROTARY  SCIENCE FAIR 

************************* 

The Rotary Science Fair format matches the style 
used at the Canada-wide Science Fair.  

Projects are divided into three categories – Junior 
(Grades 7 and 8), Intermediate (Grades 9 and 10), 
and Senior (Grades 11 and 12) – but they are not 
judged in separate subject areas such as biology, 
engineering, etc. 

First-place, second-place, and third-place winners 
were chosen from the Juniors, Intermediates, and 
Seniors, and then some of these winners competed 
head-to-head for Best-of-Show. 

26th Annual  Rotary Science Fair Awards - 2013 

Top Awards ("Best of Fair") 

1. Rotary Club of Sault Ste. Marie Award of 
Excellence:  

First Entry to Canada-Wide Science Fair 

First Place - Best of Fair: 

"Pawfect Solution" by Jordan Winter (Anna McCrea) 

Jordan is shown above. 

Jordan's project solved a real-world problem for her 
wildlife biologist mom: how to capture animal tracks 
in the snow.  

Jordan already has plans afoot (pun intended) for 
next year's project, but first she has to make a stop at 

Canada-Wide Science Fair in Lethbridge Alberta in 
May. 

2. Nuclear Waste Management Organization Award: 

Second Entry to Canada-Wide Science Fair 

Second Place - Best of Fair: 

"The Effect of Light Intensity on the Concentration 
of Lycopene in Tomato Juice" by Matéa David-Steel 
(Korah Collegiate) 

3. Benjamin Cohen Family Memorial Trophy:  $70 
Cash Award 

Third Place - Best of Fair: 

"Hot or Cold?" by Joshua Rouleau & Tyler Barban 
(Grand View) 

First-place, second-place, and third-place winners in 
Best of Fair will all travel to the Canada-wide 
national competition being held May 11-18 in 
Lethbridge AB.  

Alternate award-winning projects may go if the 
primary winners cannot attend. 

Alfred R. Askin Shields  (for best school team 
participation and excellence in each division): 

1. Senior School (Grades 11-12): Korah Collegiate 

2. Intermediate School (Grades 9-10): Korah 
Collegiate 

3. Junior School (Grades 7-8): Anna McCrea 

Awards for best in each age category 

1st Place Junior 

Rotary Science Fair 
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Union Gas Essay Scholarship 

h p://www.noba.ca/2014/winners/

essay_winner.aspx   
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Canadian Parents for French Public Speaking 

 
Local News 

Olivia, Abbey and Audrey parler très bien 

Monday, May 19, 2014   by: SooToday.com Staff 

NEWS RELEASE 
  
ALGOMA DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
  
************************ 
Algoma students showcase their language 
skills at Toronto Event 
  
Three Saultites represent ADSB at the 
Canadian Parents for French public 
speaking contest 
  
On Saturday May 10, 2014 three Algoma 
District School Board (ADSB) students 
showcased their French oral presentation 
skills at the York University's Glendon 
Campus. 
  
Olivia Nero, Abbey Pierman, and Audrey 
Vair were among 289 students from  24 
public and separate school boards and seven 
private schools from across Ontario. 
  
The Canadian Parents for French website 
estimates that at the classroom level, over 
20,000 students across Ontario took part in 
French Second-Language public speaking 
preliminaries in order to qualify for the 
Provincial event. 
  

To earn their spot, locally, ADSB students 
had to elect to compete in their classrooms 
and then had to also win at the school level 
for their grade category (4-6, 7-8). 
  
Olivia Nero represented Greenwood Public 
School and Audrey Vair represented 
Rosedale Public School in the Grade 4-6 
category. 
  
Abbey Pierman, also of Rosedale, competed 
in the Grade 7-8 category. 
  
The "Concours et Festival d’art oratoire" 
according to their website "is an annual 
French public-speaking event for students 
from grades 4 through 12 studying French as 
a Second Language in Ontario schools. It is 
organized by the Ontario Modern Language 
Teachers’ Association and Canadian Parents 
for French (Ontario)." 
  
In the morning, the Algoma students 
participated in the grades four through eight 
non-competitive festival event. 
  
Topics of the three to four minute oral 
presentations varied and included 
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Bon Soo Poetry Contest and Algoma Region Chess Championship 

 

www.ssmpl.ca 
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SSMARt Innovation Awards 

www.ssmic.com 
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Sault Symphony Young Artist Competition 

www.saultsymphony.com 
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Sault Ste. Marie Music Festival—Scholarships 

www.algomaconservatory.com 
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Sault Ste. Marie Music Festival—Scholarships 

 
Local News 

Gabrielle takes top award 

Wednesday, May 07, 2014   by: SooToday.com Staff 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

ALGOMA CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC 

************************* 
2014 Shield Awarded to Gabrielle 
Turgeon 

The 2014 Sault Ste. Marie Music Festival 
(formerly Kiwanis) concluded on May 4 
with the Shield Competition at St. Luke’s 
Cathedral.   

The top one or two students in each division 
are chosen by the guest adjudicators to 
participate in the Shield Competition where 
they compete for the festival’s top prize and 
a $500 scholarship.   

Participants this year were:  Liam Croswell 
(piano); Hannah Nicoletta (piano); Gabrielle 
Turgeon (violin); Meghan Gauthier (flute); 
Alex Izquierdo (guitar); Carmine 
Coccimiglio (guitar); Adriane Mallinger 

(voice) and Victoria Stortini-Snider 
(voice).   Vocalist Maggie Andersen was 
also selected, however, was out of town and 
unable to compete. 

The Shield adjudicator was noted pianist 
Charlene Biggs, head of music at Cambrian 
College in Sudbury.   

She holds a Doctorate from the Eastman 
School of Music.   

Following the performances she commented 
on each performance and then awarded the 
Shield to violinist Gabrielle Turgeon.   

Gabrielle just turned 13 years of age and is a 
student of Guy Traficante at the Algoma 
Conservatory of Music.   
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SOOTHFEST Festival 

 
Local News 

Red Sparrow flies high at local competition   

Wednesday, June 05, 2013   by: SooToday.com Staff 
 
NEWS RELEASE 
  
SOOTHFEST  
  
************************* 
Red Sparrow Theatre Company is awarded the 
Steve Ballantine Outstanding Production Award 
at the 22nd annual SOOTHFEST Festival 
  
Soothfest is Sault Ste. Marie's one act play festival 
inviting youth 25 and under to showcase their work 
within an educational environment promoting the 
process of creating theatre.   
  
On May 29 and 30 four companies and three 
individuals took to the stage at The Studio Theatre 
including Red Sparrow Theatre Company, Stage 1, 
Korah Theatre and To Be Determined Theatre 
Company (Guelph) collectively presenting six plays 
across two nights.   
  
This year a new event, the Monologue Challenge 
welcomed 3 participants presenting four monologues. 
  
Plays were adjudicated by Richard Howard who 
proved to be very inspirational for the creative teams 
from the various companies.   
  
Participants were further inspired during a workshop 
in the Alexander Technique taught by the 
incomparable Patricia Wynter. 
  
The Steve Ballantine Award is named in memory of 
Soothfest's founder.   
  
The award has been sponsored across several years 
by an anonymous donor and includes a special 
bursary to assist the winning group to enter the 
festival the following year.   
  
This year, this award went to Red Sparrow Theatre 
Company and their production of David Ives' 
comedy, Sure Thing.  
  

The company collected four awards in addition to the 
Steve Ballantine Award: 
  

 Outstanding Acting Ensemble 
 Outstanding Actor in a Lead Role (Female): 

Allysha Daynard 
 Outstanding Actor in a Leading Role 

(Male): Joe Tassone 
 Outstanding Director: Danial O'Brien 

Natalia Pochtaruk, whose show garnered directing 
and production awards last year was this year's 
Adjudicator's Assistant.   
  
Her Peer Recognition award went to Red Sparrow's 
Danial O'Brien. 
  
The following is a list of the outstanding moments of 
the 2013 festival (award winners and nominations) as 
decided by adjudicator, Richard Howard. 

Adjudicator Awards: 

1. Inner Ensemble Award: 

Wendy Mattice, Alexie Nystrom, Brad Jones & 
Gavin Orchard-di Corpro (Crushed - Stage 1) 

Nomination: 

Colin McLean & Winston Sullivan  (Echo - Korah 
Theatre) 
    
2. Use of Original Canadian Script   

(Spare Change - to be determined Theatre Company) 
 
3. Visual Award:  

A Time of Green (Korah Theatre) 
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Local News 

Former Governor General helps out a local graffiti artist 

Wednesday, April 30, 2014   by: SooToday.com Staff 

NEWS RELEASE 

MICHAELLE JEAN FOUNDATION 

************************* 
The Michaëlle Jean Foundation is delighted to 
announce the first recipients of its new Young Arts 
Entrepreneur program funding, as Canada prepares to 
celebrate National Youth Arts Week. 

With the generous support of CIBC and BMO, and 
the collaboration of the Canadian Youth Business 
Foundation, the program provides start-up capital as 
well as business and arts mentors to underserved 
youth seeking to launch an arts-based business over a 
two-year period. 

More than 60 aspiring young business and 
community leaders from across Canada applied. 
Cameron Dutchak is among eight youth selected by 
an expert jury. 

Based in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, the young artist 
has been active within the arts for the past decade 
doing large-scale graffiti works and commissioned 
designs on various mediums. 

As his business continues to grow, Cameron aims to 
increase awareness regarding social enterprises and 
community art while engaging youth in new forms of 
urban expression. 

Cameron’s business project is based upon re-
conceptualizing the idea of what graffiti/ street art 
can mean within a community. 

By mentoring at risk and marginalized youth, 
Cameron's business (CTD Designs) will offer open 
workshops in various forms of 'street art' as well as 
create an on-going youth mentored arts program 
culminating in a public mural. 

In addition to receiving start-up capital of $7,500, 
Cameron will be mentored in business plan 
development, marketing and other business skills, 
and receive ongoing mentoring in arts techniques 
from seasoned professionals. 

The Canadian Youth Business Foundation, which 
helped to design the program, will also be assisting 
him with additional tools and resources. 

The aim of Young Arts Entrepreneur is to provide 
participants with the tools, experience and 
connections in the financial world they need to 
“graduate” to other ongoing opportunities to build 
their businesses. 

“We are delighted by the caliber and diversity of our 
young arts entrepreneurs whose innovative spirit and 
determination have the potential to inspire 
underserved youth all over the country. Their 
business projects span such a rich variety of artistic 
disciplines, providing our recipients with a unique 
opportunity to make a mark in Canada’s creative 
industries, which bring billions of dollars to our 
country every year”, said the Rt. Hon. Michaëlle Jean 
and Monsieur Jean-Daniel Lafond, Co-Founders and 
Co-Chairs of the Michaëlle Jean Foundation. 

| Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | About SooToday.com | Contact Us | Feedback 
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Ontario Junior Citizen of the Year Award 

 
Local News 

'She's an inspiration to all' (6 photos)  

Thursday, May 01, 2014   by: Donna Hopper 

 

A dozen people left White Pines Collegiate and 
Vocational School yesterday with a lot less hair 
thanks to the school's Cuts for Cancer event 
organized annually by teacher Michael Maione. 
 
Among those participants was Grade 12 student 
Kelsey Hroch (pictured) who was also presented 
with an Ontario Junior Citizen of the Year award 
for her dedication to the Algoma Residential 
Community Hospice (ARCH). 
 
For the past four years, Hroch has been selling 
handmade keychains, bookmarks, and zipper 
pulls to raise essential funds for ARCH. 
 
As a result, she's donated more than $30,000 to 
the hospice and hopes to reach her $40,000 goal 
by the end of June. 
 
She was inspired to begin fundraising after 
losing her father to cancer when she was just 11 
years old. 
 
"After my dad's death, there was so many 
changes in my life and I wanted to keep the 
memory of him alive," she said during her 
address. "I chose ARCH because of the home-
like environment that they provide for terminally 
ill patients. Seeing the amazing work that they 
do, I know it would have been a more pleasant 
and personable place for my family to be during 
our difficult time." 

 
"To have such a young lady show such 
perseverance and dedication for an amazing 
cause is inspiring," Lee Skinner, fund 
development coordinator for ARCH, told 
SooToday.com. "She's an inspiration to all, not 
just to those in the school, but the community as 
well." 
 
Hroch told us she feels honoured and excited to 
have been presented with the Ontario Junior 
Citizen of the Year award, and is confident she'll 
reach her end goal. 
 
"Being here for four years and having my 
fundraising adventure, I'm sad it's coming to an 
end, but I'm looking forward to moving on," she 
said. 
 
While Hroch doesn't have any immediate plans 
to start a new fundraising venture once the 
current one is complete, she said that it has 
become an integral part of her life and will likely 
continue her charitable efforts in the future. 
 
For more information about ARCH, please click 
here 
 
To learn more about the Canadian Cancer 
Society, click here 

Advertising 
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Sault Ste. Marie Medal of Merit 

www.cityssm.on.ca 
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Sault Ste. Marie Medal of Merit 
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Multicultural Festival—Community Driven Award 

Community Driven  

Award Winner 

High School Category 

JACKSON REED 
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Local News 

Know a young person who deserves an award? 

Friday, April 18, 2014   by: SooToday.com Staff 

The United Way of Sault Ste. Marie and 
district Youth Spirit Award nomination 
criteria and format  
  
All volunteers and nominees in the running for 
the Youth Spirit Award contribute significantly 
to the many organizations and programs in our 
community that rely on our support in order to 
continue being successful helping those in need. 
  
Your involvement is essential to developing 
valuable personal skills, as well as helping you 
become a more active part of the community 
you live in.  
  
The Youth Spirit Award will be presented at the 
2014 Ontario Volunteer Youth Challenge 
Awards at the end of May 2014.  
  
Nomination criteria  

The individual or group of nominees must be 
between the ages of 14 and 18 years of age, 
currently attending secondary school in the 
Algoma District, demonstrating outstanding 
community involvement with more than one 
organization  

The nominator can be a principal, teacher, staff, 
a member of a student body, or the leader of a 
community group  

The activity or the event should be entirely 
student initiated and non-curriculum related, 
while adult mentorship and supervision is 
permitted  

  
Nomination template  
  
1. Name of nominee:  
2. Name of nominator:  
3. List of organizations, events or activities 
helped (include volunteer hours):  
4. Narrative statement of why this individual or 
group should receive this award:  
  
To nominate for the Youth Spirit Award, please 
submit a one-page document as per guidelines 
above, and fax or mail it to:  
  
United Way of Sault Ste. Marie and district  
Attention: The Youth Spirit Award Selection 
Committee  
7A Oxford Street, Sault Ste. Marie, ON P6B 
1R7  
Fax: 705-759-5899 Email: 
uwssm@ssmunitedway.ca  
  
If you have any questions please contact 
Maureen Dodd, Resource Development 
Manager, 705-256-7476 X216 or Email: 
uwssm@ssmunitedway.ca  
  
The Youth Spirit Award is presented to an 
individual youth or a youth group that 
demonstrates excellent support to the 
community through participation, leadership, 
and service to the others within the community. 
  
Deadline for submission to the Youth Spirit 
Award must be received by end of business 
Monday May 12, 2014 

United Way—Youth Spirit Award 

www.ssmunitedway.ca 



 

Criteria #6                                                                                                           35   

United Way—Youth Spirit Award 

The Youth Spirit Award is presented to the youth individual or group that has demonstrated excellent sup‐
port to the community through par cipa on, leadership, and service to the others within the community. 

All youth volunteers and nominees in the running for the Youth Spirit Award contribute significantly to the 
many organiza ons and programs in our community that rely on our support in order to con nue being    
successful helping those in need. Your involvement is essen al to developing valuable personal skills, as well 
as helping you become a more ac ve part of the community you live in. 

Nomina on criteria 

• The individual or group of nominees must be between the ages of 14 and 18 years of age, currently a end‐
ing secondary school in Sault Ste. Marie and the Algoma District, demonstra ng outstanding community   
involvement with more than one organiza on 

• The nominator can be a principal, teacher, staff, a member of a student body, or the leader of a community 
group 

• The ac vity or the event should be en rely student ini ated and non‐curriculum related, while adult    
mentorship and supervision is permi ed 
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Algoma University—John Rhodes Scholarship 

www.algomu.ca 
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Essar Steel—Scholarships 
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United Steelworkers—Scholarships 
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City of Sault Ste. Marie —Scholarships 


