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Ministry of Golleges and
Universities

Office of the Minister

438 University Avenue, 5s floor
Toronto ON M7A 0BB

Ministère des Gollèges et
Universités

Bureau de la min¡stre

438, avenue University, 5e étage
Toronto ON M7A 0BB

Tel.: 416 326-1600 Té1. : 416 326-1600

March 1,2022

Rachel Tyczinski
City Clerk, Clerk's Department
City of Sault Ste. Marie
r.tyczinski@cityssm.on.ca

Dear Rachel Tyczinski,

Thank you for taking the time to share the resolution regarding the Northern Ontario
School of Medicine (NOSM) passed on January 10,2022 at the Corporation of the City
of Sault Ste. Marie's City Council meeting. The resolution has been noted and I

appreciate the opportunity to respond.

The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated how vital doctors, nurses and other health
care professionals are to our health care system. The Ministry of Colleges and
Universities is working closely with the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Long-Term
Care to strengthen Ontario's health care workforce.

The Ministry of Colleges and Universities recognizes the importance of Ontario's
medical students and understands the concerns outlined in the resolution by the
Corporate of the City of Sault Ste. Marie regarding physician workforce shortages.

My ministry will continue to work closely with the Ministry of Health to ensure that there
is an adequate number of undergraduate education medical positions to meet provincial
health care needs.

Thank you aga¡n for taking the time to write and informing me about the municipal
resolution.

Sincerely,

The Honourable Jill Dunlop
Minister of Colleges and Universities
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lntroduction

The passage of Regulation 687121 "Transition Plans and Agreements for Programs and
Services Under Section 21.1.2 of the Act" requires the development and implementation
of Transition Plans by each Conservation Authority. The Transition Plans are to outline
the process and timelines for the development of cost apportioning agreements with
municipalities within their jurisdiction for non-mandated programs and services.

This Transition Plan is valid for the following municipalities in the jurisdiction of the Sault
Ste. Marie Region Conservation Authority: the City of Sault Ste. Marie and the Township
of Prince. For the purposes of the Clean Water Act a portion of the unorganized townsh ips
of Dennis, Pennefather, Aweres, Jarvis and Duncan are included.

Regulated Timelines

Phase I

Transition Plan - MP

This Transition Plan is required to be completed by December 31,2021and distributed
to member municipalities and the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
(MECP).

Prior to this distribution, the Sault Ste. Marie Region Conservation Authority (SSMRCA)
Board of Directors will receive and approve the plan. The Transition Plan will be posted
on the SSMRCA website before December 31,2021.

SSMRCA is required to deliver quarterly progress report to MECP as outlined on the next
page.

2
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DELIVERABLE DUE DATE TIMELINE
Develop Transition Plan December 31,2021 October 13,2021 to

November 29,2021
Obtain Board approval of the
Transition Plan

November 30,2021

Post Transition Plan to website On or prior to
December 31,2021

Circulate Transition Plan to
member municipalities and MECP

On or prior to
December 31,2021

Develop Programs and Services
lnventory with Board approval

By February 16,2022

Circulate lnventory to member
municipalities and MECP

February 28,2022

Negotiations of cost apportioning
agreement with member
municipalities

November 22,2021 to
September 30,2O23

Execute m unicipal ag reements January 1,2024 September 2023
Quarterly Reportinq to MECP Julv 1 .2022

October 1. 2022
January 1,2023
April 1 ,2023
Julv 1 ,2023
October 1,2023

Request for extension of transition
date (if required)

On or prior to
October 1, 2023

Final Report January 30.2024

Timeline Summary Chart

Notes: The due dates are based on the current regulations. Timelines may be influenced by
the issuance of new related regulations.

3
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lnventorv of Proorams and Services - PROPOSED

An inventory of program and services is to be prepared and circulated to municipalities
within a CA's watershed jurisdiction by February 28,2022.

The inventory of programs and services will be classified as either Category 1 Mandatory,
Category 2 Non-Mandatory or Category 3 Other. These categories are identified in
Section 21 of the Conservation Authorities Act.

The inventory includes an estimate of the annual cost of the service, sources of funding
and the percentage attributed to each funding source.

ln addition, a record of the municipal distribution of the inventory is to be forwarded to the
MECP. The inventory may be amended after the deadline based on feedback received
from the municipalities. Should any changes occur, they are to be documented and

-in 
cl u d ed-i n tfe q-u-ãÎte rly reporting to the MECP

The SSMRCA proposed lnventory of Programs and Services is located on the next page

4

Page 7 of 24



Sault Ste. Marie Reoion Conservation Authoritv lnventorv of Proqrams and Services

Current/
New

Program/Service
and Subservices

Description Category
11.2.31

Category
Rat¡onele

Program
Côst

Fund¡ng mechanism
end oêrcêntâoe ôf

Key assistance provided to all departments of the conservat¡on authority, board of directors, member munic¡palities and the general publ¡c

capital costs wh¡ch are not directly related to the
delivery of any specific program or service, but are
the overhead and support costs of a @nservation
authority. lncludes health and safety program,
WSIB, overseeing programs and policies.

rn an

170,000

Program

Current and I Actresources, Municipal Levy - 947o

Self Generated - 6%

Current Financ¡al Services Annual budget, accounts payable and receivable,
payroll, financial analysis, financial audit,
adm¡nistration of reserves and investments,
financial reports for funding agencies, preparing and
submitting reports to CRA, benef¡ts program
administration.

1 CA Act 78,100 Mun¡c¡pal Levy - 100%

Current Legal Expenses Costs related to agreements/contracts,
admin¡strative by-law updates, HR, etc.

1 CA ACt 3,000 Municipal Levy- 100%

Current Governance support¡ng cA Boards, Adv¡sory committees, off¡ce
of the GM/Secretary-Treasu rer

1 CAAct 1 8,900 Municipal Levy - 100o/o

Cunent Gommun¡cations
and Oulreach

Public awareness - natural hazârds, flood
forecasting and warning, perm¡tting requirements,
natural hazard identification, mitigation, readiness
end resôonsê oôvernânæ Õôlicv mlrnicinâl ând

CAAct 11,000 Municipal Levy - 1000/o

5
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public relations and engagement, conservation
lands.

Current Adm¡nistrat¡on
Buildinos

Adm¡n¡strat¡ve ofi¡ce used to support statf,
nroorâms and seruicns lnchr.lêe [l¡l¡l¡êe r rt¡ñê

1 CA ACt 17,500 Mun¡c¡pal Levy -71o/o

and major maintenance, property taxes. Self Generated - 29%

çurrent lnformation
Management + Gls

Data collect¡on, management, mapp¡ng, data sets,
watershed orthophotography for use by all
programs. oevelopment and use of systems to
collect and store data and documents, and to
provide spatial geographical representations of
data. Th¡s includes our geographical informat¡on
systems, maintenance, and support. Records
retentions are in accordance with industry standards
and legislat¡ve requirements.

1 CA Act 15,000 Municipal Levy - 100%

Vehicle and CAAct

Section 28 Permissions -

'l
Equ¡pment

1 Act

property from
review,

AuthoritiesConservat¡onDescriplion: are leadthe Naturalon rssues.Hazard The tots life endProgram (cAs) agenc¡esprovincial goal p¡otect
and Thiserosron. includescompfehensivewatershed-wide, progfam andflooding andapplicationsdevelopment planmunicipal ¡nput

environmentel andflood erosion

90,000 Municipal Levy -

Vehicles support of

Self-Generated - 65%

Regulations
Administration
(Sect¡on 28)

permit applicat¡ons, assoc¡ated technical reports,
site ¡nspections, communication w¡th appl¡cants,
agents, consultiants, legal costs, enforcement and

SSMRCA, including capital purchases, fuel,
licenses, repairs, and ma¡ntenance. Programs and
projects are charged for the use of the veh¡cles and
equipment.

6
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Current Municipal Plan lnput
and Rèv¡ew

Technical information and advice to mun¡cipalities
on circulated munic¡pal land use planning
applications (Offic¡al Plan and Zoning Byiaw
Amendments, Subdivisions, Consents, Minor
Vâriânces)- lnout to municioal land-use olannino

1 CA ACt 4,000 Mun¡c¡pal Levy - 100%

documents (OP, Comprehensive ZB, Secondary
plans) related to natural hazards, on behalf of
Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural
Resources and Forestry (MNDMNRF), delegated to
CAs (1 983). lnput to the review and approval
processes under other applicable law, with
commenls princ¡pally related to natural hazards,
wetlands, watercourses, and Sec. 28 permit
requ¡rements.

New
Project

Plan Rev¡ew Not
Related to Natural
Hazards (i.e.,
stormwater mgmt)

New Project: Technical ¡nformation and advice to
municipalities on circulated municipal land use
plann¡ng applications (Ofi¡cial Plan and Zoning By-
lawAmendments, Subdivisions, Consents, Minor
Variances).

2 CAACT TBD Mun¡c¡pal Agreement -
100o/o

Current Flood Forecasting
and Warning

Daily data collection and monitor¡ng of weather
forecasts, provincial and local water level forecasts,
watershed conditions, snow surveys, flood event
forecasting, flood warning, and communications.

1 CA Act 43,600 Provincial Transfer
Payment - 30%

Munic¡pal Levy -70%

Current Low Water
Response

Condit¡ons monitoring and analysis. Technical and
administrative support to the municipality and the
province, i.e., input to those who initiate drought
response.

1 CA Act 2,000 Municipal Levy - 100%

Current SSMRCA Owned
Flood and Erosion
Control
lnfrâstruclure

Water and erosion control infrastructure operations
and management. lncludes all water management
structures (flood control, dams and channels, etc.)

1 CA Act 127,OO0 Provincial Transfer
Payment - 43%

Munic¡oal Lew - 57o/o

7
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Operation and
Management

that are annually inspected, and routine
maintenance work completed.

Current Non-SSMRCA
Owned

Water and erosion control infrastructure operations
ânrl menedemênl lncllrdes âll weter mânâôêmênl

2 CA Act Varies from Municipal LeW - 100%

Flood and Erosion
Control
lnfrastructure
Operation and
Management

structures (flood control, dams and channels,
berms, weirs, eros¡on control, etc.) that are annually
inspected, and rout¡ne ma¡ntenance work
completed.

Current Flood and E¡osion
Control
lnfrastructure Major
Maintenance

Major ma¡ntenance on flood and erosion control
structures as required. Projects are dependent on
Water and Erosion Control lnfrastructure (WECI)
funding from the province and support from our
mun¡cipal partners.

1 CA Act Varies from
year to year

Provinciãl WECI- 50%

Municipal Levy - 50o/o

Current Technical Studies
and Policy Review

Studies and projects to inform natural hâzards
management programs ¡ncluding Roodplain
management, watershed hydrology, regulations
areas mapp¡ng update, flood forecasting system
assessment, floodplain policy, Lake Superior
shoreline management. These projects often last a
specific number of years and are distributed over
t¡me as human resources and funding are available.

1 CA ACt Varies from
yeaf to year

Municipal Levy - 100%

Alternate grant funding
when available

Current Natural Hazards
Communicat¡ons,
Outreach and
Education

Promoting public awareness of natural hazards
includ¡ng flooding and erosion. Attending publ¡c
events, supplying materials. Social media serv¡ces.
Med¡a relations. Educate school-aged children and
the public about the dangers of fast-flow¡ng water,
danger of dams, etc.

1 CA Act 7,500 Mun¡cipal Levy - 50%

Self Generated - 50%

I
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Provinc¡al Water ¡tv ng
Program Descr¡pt¡on: Sault Ste. Mar¡e Region Conservation Authority, in pa¡tnership with Ministry of Environment, Climate Change and Parks (MECP), has
established term sites to monitor surface and nd water conditions as well as an ¡nvestment ¡nto of climate

1 Mun¡cipal Levy - 100%
Quality Mon¡tor¡ng
Network (PWQMN)
and Prov¡nc¡al
Groundwater
Mon¡toring Network
(PGMN)

stream water quality monitoring at 5 sites and
groundwater level and quality monitoring at'12
stations. SSMRCA stafi complete field work and
MECP does lab analysis and data management.
The MECP funds installat¡on and equ¡pment
replacements. Data collected supports flood
forecasting and warning, low water response, and
water qual¡ty monitor¡ng. lnformat¡on is also used for
watershed report cârds and potent¡al pollution
monitoring.

Dr¡nking Water Source Protection
Program Description: The protection of municipal dr¡nk¡ng water supplies in the Sault Ste. Marie Region Source Protection Area through the development and
imnlemêntât¡ôn ôf SSMR Sôrrrce Prôlecliôn Plân

Current Regional Drinking
Water Source
Protection Program
(DWSP)

SSM Reg¡on Source Protection Area, technical
support and program management, Source
Protection Committee support, Source Protection
Aulhor¡ty reports and meet¡ngs. Act¡vit¡es requ¡red
by the Clean Water Act and regulations.

1 Cfean Water Act 1 00,000 Provinc¡al Trånsfer
Payment - 100%

Current DWSP R¡sK
Management
Official

Carry¡ng out Part lV duties of the Clean Water Act
on behalf of munic¡palit¡es through service
agreements.

2 CA Act 2,000 Mun¡cipal Agreement -
1000/.

Current DWSP Educat¡on
and Outreach

Carrying out Educâtion and Outreach
responsibilities on behalf of municipalities through
seruice eoreêmenls

2 CA Act Var¡es from
year to year

Municipal Agreement -
100 o/o

I
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Core Watershed-based Resource Management Strategy
Program Descript¡on: The purpose of a watershed plan is to understand the current condit¡ons of the watershed, and ¡dent¡ry measures to protect, enhance,
and restore the health of the watershed. Watershed strategies prov¡de a management framework to prov¡de recommendat¡ons which consists of goals,

uses, while recommendinq approÞriate actions to orotect. enhance. and restore the watershed.

New
Project

Resource
Management
Skategy
Development

New Project: Collate/compile existing resource
management plans, watershed plans, stud¡es, and
data. Strategy development, implementation, and
annual reporting. This poect builds on previous
Watershed Management Strategies.

1 CA Act TBD Municipal Levy - 100%

Conservation Authority Lands and Conservation Areas
Program Descript¡on: Sault Ste. Marie Region Conservation Author¡ty owns and manages over 5,000 acres of land which includes conservation areas,
management areas, forests, farmland, dynamic beaches and flood control structures and surrounding land. SSMRCA property ¡s essent¡al to watershed
manaqement, environmental Þrotection, helDs imolement the Watershed Manaqement Strateqv and Drovides areas for oassive recreat¡on.

Current Conservation Areas
Management
including Sect¡on 29

Conservation Areas regulat¡on enforcement and
compliance. Management and maintenance of 5
conservation areas and associated recreâtional
hails. lncludes pass¡ve recreation, forest
management plans, risk management program,
hazard tree management, gates, fencing, s¡gnage,
brochures, communications, pedestrian bridges,
trails, parking lots, pavilions, roadways,
stewardsh¡p, restoration, plann¡ng, carrying costs
such as taxes and insurance.

1 CA Acl 40,000 Municipal Levy - 86%

Self-Generated - 14%

Current Conservation Area
Major Maintenance

Major ma¡ntenance and capital improvements to
support public access, safety, and environmental
protection such as pedestrian bridges, boardwalks,
privies, trails.

1 CA Act Varies from
year to year

Municipal Levy - 100%

l0
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New
Project

lnventory of
Conservation
Author¡ty lands

New Project: The land inventory will include the
follow¡ng information: location, date obtained,
method and purpose of acquisition, land use.
Project updates as inventory changes.

'l CA Act TBD Municipal Levy - '100%

New
Project

Strategy for CA
owned or controlled
lands and
management plans

New Project: A strategy to guide the manâgement
and use of CA-owned or controlled properties
including guidìng principles, object¡ves, land use,
natural heritage, classif¡cations of lands, mapping,
identification of programs and services on the lands,
public consultation, publ¡sh on webs¡te. Updates of
ex¡st¡ng conservation area management plans.

1 CA Act TBD Municipal LeW - 100%

New
Project

Land Acqu¡s¡tion and
Disposit¡on Strategy

New Project: A pol¡cy to guide the acquisition and
dispos¡t¡on of land in order to fulfill the objects of the
authority.

1 CA Act TBD Mun¡c¡pal Levy - 100%

New
Project

Land acquisit¡on New Project: Strategic acqu¡s¡tion of
environmentally signif¡cant properties.

1 CA ACt TBD Mun¡c¡pal Levy - 100%

Special Projects
Program Descr¡ption: Sault Ste. Marie Region Conservation Author¡ty delivers other programs that are not part of the mandatory programs and services as
outlined ¡n O. Reg. 686/21 . Most of these programs are funded without municipal levy but occasionally there are opportun¡ties for municipal part¡cipation based
on spec¡al benefltt¡ng funding. All of the programs influence and enhance the health and watershed management of the SSMRCA. They are part of a larger
inteorated wâtershed manaqement model.

Current St. Marys Canadian
Heritage River

St. Marys River is 1 of Canada's 40 Heritage R¡vers
that are recognized nat¡onally for their outstanding
natural, cultural, and recreational her¡tage. Once
rivers are designated to the Canad¡an Her¡tage
R¡vers System, they become part of a network of
waterways that are cared for by passionate river
stewards. SSMRCA is respons¡ble for the
mânâoemenl of lhis Cened¡ân Her¡lâoe R¡ver ând

5 The Canadian
Heritage Rivers
System (CHRS)
Program

Varies from
year to year

Provincial Transfer
Payment - 50%

SelÊGenerated - 500/o

11
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includes governance, administration, stakeholder
and publ¡c ouheach, First Nat¡on engagement,
communications, data comp¡lat¡on, data analysis
and rev¡ew. and reoortino.

Current Wâlershed Ioml wâlêrshêd qlêwâr.lsh¡n ân.l rêslôrâl¡ôñ lìA A^t -qôlf-^ôñÂrâlÂr{ ãñ.1

Stewardsh¡p and
Restorat¡on

related projects include working w¡th local
community groups to engage volunteers in tree
planting on CA or partner owned lands. Th¡s item
occurs as funding availabiliÇ and staff¡ng allows.
Th¡s ¡tem also includes the use of CA owned lands
(via MOUs) by local educational facil¡ties (such as
Sault College & Algoma Un¡versity) to foster
supportive experiential learning, research, and
information sharing while bolstering each
oroan¡zations' research caoabilities.

yeaf to year

NIL

alternate grant fund¡ng
when ava¡lable (such as
TD Tree Days)

Memorandum of
Understanding between
the SSMRCA and each
of Sault College and
Aloomâ [Jnivers¡lv

New
Project

New Project New Project: Opportunities for new pOects that
benefit the watershed and ¡ts municipal partners
can occur anyt¡me and cân have varying durations.
These projects may requ¡re matching funding or be
self-sustaining. New projects may require munic¡pal
participation and/or funding.

3 CA Act TBD Comb¡nat¡on of self-
generated, munic¡pal
agreement and alternate
grant funding when
ava¡lable

See Append¡x 1 for Caveats and Appendix 2 for Category 2 Summary lnformation, and Appendix 3 for Category 3 Summary lnformation.

12
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Phase Il

Municipal Aqreements - lN FUTURE

All municipal agreements for non-mandated services are to be in place by January 1,
2024.

SSMRCA will negotiate with their municipal partners to develop agreements for non-
mandated but important watershed wide programs and services. The negotiations will be
undertaken upon the circulation of the inventory in February 2022.

13
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Appendix I

Caveats:

1) All of the financial information provided is based on estimates, including the
percentage of the total annual fund contributions of the various funding providers.

2) Under O. Reg. 687/21 Secflon 6 (2)(c)(¡)(D) if the authority is of the opinion that the
average annual cost determined under sub-subclause (A) or (B) does not reflect the
average annual cost to provide the program or service in the future, adjust the average
annual cost and provide an explanation for this adjustment. The costs associated with
each program and service are estimated based on the 2022 approved budget for the
Sault Ste. Marie Region Conservation Authority. The rationale for this approach is that a
five-year estimate is not reflective of current and future costs and does not allow for
program shifts made as a result of recent provincial funding cuts. The costs for
programs and services increase annually due to increases in wages and benefits and
the increased operational costs due to inflation. As well program operations are often
modified based on best management practices.

Appendix 2

Category 2 Summary lnformation

Category 2 Service Participating
Municipalities

Date of agreement
(most recent version)

Plan Review Not Related
to Natural Hazards

Sault Ste. Marie Stormwater Management
Plans, etc.:
Agreement to be developed

DWSP Risk Management
Official

Sault Ste. Marie Agreement in development,
currently invoice for services

DWSP Education and
Outreach

Sault Ste. Marie Agreement to be developed,
currently invoice for services

Non-SSMRCA Owned
Flood and Erosion Control
I nfrastructure Operation
and Manaoement

Sault Ste. Marie Agreement to be developed,
to date the service has been
paid from municipal levy

14

Page 17 of 24



Appendix 3

Category 3 Summary lnformation:

For existing Category 3 programs and services, there are no programs or services
financed through any Sault Ste. Marie Region Conservation Authority partner
municipality.

For future Category 3 programs and services, the potential exists to seek funding for
projects from municipal partners. Future projects that are beneficial to the watershed as a
whole or that are benefitting to a particular municipality are variable and generally
dependent on other funding sources and their funding criteria.

SSMRCA will continue to actively search for alternate funding for beneficial watershed
and research projects.

SSMRCA intends to enter into cost apportioning agreements with municipalities as
projects are developed and executed, when necessary.

15
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Madison Zuppa

From:
Sent:
lo:
Subject:

Attachments:

City Clerk
Friday, March 4, 2022 9:13 AM
Madison Zuppa
FW: Letter from President Whalen - Regarding Northern Ontario Transportation Task

Force

Letter from President Whalen - Northern Ontario Transportation Taskforce .pdf

From: FONOM Office/ Bureau de FONOM <fonom.info@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 4,2022 8:214M
Subject: Letter from President Whalen - Regarding Northern Ontario Transportation Task Force

This email originated outside of the Corporation of the City of Sault Ste. Marie.
Do not open attachments or click links unless you verify the sender and know the content is safe.

Good morning

In January, Minister Mulroney announced the creation of a Northern Ontario Transportation Task Force, Co-
Chaired by Danny Whalen and V/endy Landry. President Whalen wanted to share with the FONOM
Membership avenue for their participation. Please share the attached Letter with your Council and Senior
Management team.

Happy to answer any questions you may have

Talk soon, Mac

Mac Bain
Executive Director
The Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities
615 Hardy Street North Bay, ON, PlB 8S2
Ph.70s-498-9510

P.S. FONOM GoNorth Promotional Videos

NEWhttns ://www.voutuhe.co ?v:C3FOKMBzS6E

httns ://www.voutube. co m I w aLc ?v:1 o0PBPCPZO&.authuser:0

//www

https ://www. youtube. com/watch?v:LUeGvXl2AXk

www. youtube. com/watch?v:qkEeO SnLHnA

httns://www.voutube- DLV-SUClJ9c
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f'OI\TOM
Federation of Northern Ontario Munic¡palities

Northern Ontario Transportation Task Force

March 3rd,2022

To: Heads of Councils, their Council colleagues, and Senior Municipal Staff

In January, I was pleased to hear Minister Mulroney announce the Northern Ontario
Transportation Task Force (NOTTF).

During our initial discussions with ministry staff regarding the Task Force, I stressed the
importance of these discussions, be held in the North by people of the North. Minister Mulroney
heard this message, and in appointing Mayor Landry, Chair of the Northwestern Ontario
Municipal Association, and myself as President of The Federation of Northern Ontario
Municipalities, the Minister ensured all northern Ontario municipalities have the opportunity to
participate and provide input.

Several northem Ontario municipalities have their respective associations, and every
district association in the northeast has a FONOM Board member representing their interests.
Further, our largest municipalities in the noftheast, North Bay, Timmins, Sudbury, and Sault Ste.
Marie have a FONOM representative and district representative available to gather their input.

The NOTTF willalso be contacting many localtransportation experts within our
membership area to provide their input and expertise to the task force.

I encourage all municipal councils, airport boards, transportation committees to reach out
in writing to your FONOM Board members or directly to our FONOM office with your concerns
about our suggestions for the NOTTF.

I also ask our municipal membership to reach out to their local road safety coalitions,
school safety groups, and other interested parties to make them aware of the opportunity to
provide input.

Please provide all submissions to fonom.info@smail.com , which will be provided to me,
and I will present to the entire task force membership. To share thoughts with the Ministry please
send submissions to NofthemTransportationPlan@ontario.ca

Sincerely,

Danny Whalen
President

615 Hardy Street North Bay, ON P1B 8S2 Tel: (705) 478-7672
Email:office@fonom.org Website: www.fonom.org
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Township of Georgian Bay – Office of the CAO 
 
 

 
March 7, 2022 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON  M7A 1A1 
 
Dear Premier,  
 
RE: Dissolve Ontario Land Tribunal  
 
At is meeting held on February 14, 2022, Township of Georgian Bay Council adopted the 
following resolution with respect to the Ontario Land Tribunal: 
 
WHEREAS Municipalities across this Province collectively spend millions of dollars of 
taxpayer money and municipal resources developing Official Plans that meet current 
Provincial Planning Policy; and 
 
WHEREAS an Official Plan is developed through months of public consultation to ensure, 
“that future planning and development will meet the specific needs of our community”; 
and 
 
WHEREAS our Official Plan includes zoning provisions that encourage development of the 
“missing middle” or “gentle density” to meet the need for attainable housing in our 
community; and 
 
WHEREAS our Official Plan is ultimately approved by the Province; and 
 
WHEREAS it is within the legislative purview of Municipal Council to approve Official Plan 
amendments or Zoning By-law changes that better the community or fit within the vision 
of Township of Georgian Bay Official Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS it is also within the legislative purview of Municipal Council to deny Official 
Plan amendments or Zoning By-law changes that do not better the community or do not 
fit within the vision of the Township of Georgian Bay Official Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS municipal planning decisions may be appealed to the Ontario Land Tribunal 
(OLT - formerly the Ontario Municipal Board or “OMB”), an unelected, appointed body 
that is not accountable to the residents of Township of Georgian Bay; and 
 
WHEREAS the OLT has the authority to make a final decision on planning matters based 
on a “best planning outcome” and not whether the proposed development is in 
compliance with municipal Official Plans and Provincial Planning Policy; and Page 21 of 24



 
WHEREAS all decisions—save planning decisions—made by Municipal Council are only 
subject to appeal by judicial review and such appeals are limited to questions of law and 
or process; and 
 
WHEREAS Ontario is the only province in Canada that empowers a separate adjudicative 
tribunal to review and overrule local decisions applying provincially approved plans; and 
 
WHEREAS towns and cities across this Province are repeatedly forced to spend millions 
of dollars defending Official Plans that have already been approved by the province in 
expensive, time consuming, and ultimately futile OLT hearings; and 
 
WHEREAS lengthy, costly OLT hearings act as a barrier to the development of attainable 
housing; 
 
1. NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT Township of Georgian Bay requests 
the Government of Ontario to dissolve the OLT immediately thereby eliminating one of 
the most significant sources of red tape delaying the development of more attainable 
housing in Ontario; and 
 
2. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this Motion be sent to the Honourable Doug 
Ford, Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Leader of the 
Opposition, the Leaders of the Liberal and Green Party, all MPPs in the Province of 
Ontario; the Large Urban Mayors’ Caucus of Ontario, the Small Urban GTHA Mayors and 
Regional Chairs of Ontario; and  
 
3. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this Motion be sent to the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) and all Ontario municipalities for their consideration. 
 
Your favorable consideration of this request is respectfully requested.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
  Julie Bouthillette, CPA, CGA 
 Acting Chief Administrative Officer 
 Township of Georgian Bay 
 
 cc: Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; Leader of the Opposition; Leaders of the Liberal   
 and Green Party; MPPs in the Province of Ontario; Large Urban Mayors’ Caucus of Ontario,  
 Small Urban GTHA Mayors and Regional Chairs of Ontario; AMO and All Ontario Municipalities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn, Ontario L0K 1S0 
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Rachel Tyczinski

Subject: FW: Regional Council Decision - Town of Aurora Resolution - Request to Dissolve 
Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT)

From: Switzer, Barbara <Barbara.Switzer@york.ca> On Behalf Of Regional Clerk 
Sent: Wednesday, March 2, 2022 3:29 PM 
Subject: Regional Council Decision - Town of Aurora Resolution - Request to Dissolve Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT) 
 

On February 24, 2022 Regional Council received the communication from the Town of Aurora dated February 
22, 2022 and supported the motion, amended as follows: 
 

WHEREAS Municipalities across this province collectively spend millions of dollars of taxpayer money 
and municipal resources developing Official Plans that meet current Provincial Planning Policy; and  

WHEREAS an Official Plan is developed through months of public consultation to  
ensure, “that future planning and development will meet the specific needs of (our) community”; and 

WHEREAS our Official Plan includes provisions that encourage development of the “missing middle” or 
“gentle density” to meet the need for attainable housing in our community; and 

WHEREAS our Official Plan is ultimately approved by the province; and  

WHEREAS it is within the legislative purview of Municipal Council to approve Official Plan amendments 
or Zoning By-law changes that better the community or fit within the vision of the Town of Aurora 
Official Plan; and  

WHEREAS it is also within the legislative purview of Municipal Council to deny Official Plan 
amendments or Zoning By-law changes that do not better the community or do not fit within the vision 
of the Town of Aurora Official Plan; and  

WHEREAS municipal planning decisions may be appealed to the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT; formerly 
the Ontario Municipal Board or “OMB”), an unelected, appointed body that is not accountable to the 
residents of Aurora; and  

WHEREAS the OLT has the authority to make a final decision on planning matters based on a “best 
planning outcome” and not whether the proposed development is in compliance with municipal Official 
Plans; and 

WHEREAS all decisions - save planning decisions - made by Municipal Council are only subject to 
appeal by judicial review and such appeals are limited to questions of law and or process; and 

WHEREAS Ontario is the only province in Canada that empowers a separate  
adjudicative tribunal to review and overrule local decisions applying provincially  
approved plans; and 

WHEREAS towns and cities across this Province are repeatedly forced to spend  
millions of dollars defending Official Plans that have already been approved by the province in 
expensive, time consuming and ultimately futile OLT hearings; and 
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WHEREAS lengthy, costly OLT hearings add years to the development approval  
process and acts as a barrier to the development of attainable housing; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Government of Ontario be requested to immediately 
engage municipalities to determine an alternative land use planning appeals process in order to 
dissolve the OLT and eliminate one of the most significant sources of red tape delaying the 
development of more attainable housing in Ontario; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That a copy of this Motion be sent to the Honourable Doug Ford, 
Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Leader of the Opposition, the 
Leaders of the Liberal and Green Party, all MPPs in the Province of Ontario; the Large Urban Mayors’ 
Caucus of Ontario, the Small Urban GTHA Mayors and Regional Chairs of Ontario; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED That a copy of this Motion be sent to the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario (AMO) and all Ontario municipalities for consideration. 

Regards, 
 
Christopher Raynor | Regional Clerk, Regional Clerk’s Office, Corporate Services 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
The Regional Municipality of York | 17250 Yonge Street | Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1  
O: 1-877-464-9675 ext. 71300 | christopher.raynor@york.ca | york.ca 
 
Our Mission: Working together to serve our thriving communities – today and tomorrow 
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