
The first wooden ship was built 

at Pointe aux Pins in 1734. 

Pointe aux Pins is known as 

Algoma’s first shipyard.

Bawating: tumbling waters, which are here 

forced through the narrow straits over a shallow 

bed of stone.

“The French word Sault (pronounced Soo) 

accurately expresses this kind of pitching rapids 

or falls. 

The Indians call it Bawateeg or Pawateeg when 

speaking of  the phenomenon; and Bawating or 

Pawating when referring to the place.” 

Henry Schoolcraft
Capp, E.H. (1904) The story of Baw-a-ting; being the annals of Sault Sainte Marie
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The original lock was built by the North 

West Company for canoes and 

bateaux. It was burned during the War 

of 1812. The lock was reconstructed in 

1896 by Mr. Francis H. Clergue on the 

foundations of the original.

The North West Company’s fur-trading post was built 

south of the river in 1791. In 1797 the post was moved 

to the north side of the river after the British abandoned  

their occupation of the American Midwest.  

It later became a post for the Hudson’s Bay Company 

with the union of the two companies in 1821.
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